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AUTHOR'S PREP) E. 


; JyocroR CASTRO, a * 
—reſident in London, having 
tranſlated into Engliſh a Diſſertation, 
publiſhed at Paris in French, Oz the 
Origin of the Venereal Diſeaſe, ſent 
a copy of his tranſlation. to the cele- 
brated Van Swieten. The proofs 
adduced by Caſtro were not of ſuf- 
ficient force to induce this learned 
Commentator, to give up the old 
doctrine to which he had before ſub- 
| ſcribed, of the Iues venerea having 
been conveyed to Europe from Ame- 
rica. 5 
As he was then buſied in com- 
poſing the fifth and laſt volume of 
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his Commentaries on Boerhaave's 
— | — Aphoriſms, he combated the above 
| Diſſertation, at the | beginning of his i 1 
article de Lue YL, entrea. objecting to 
| the greater part of Caſtro's proofs, as 
negative, and conſequently inſuffi- 
cient. This fifth volume of his Com- 
\ |! mentaries was not publiſhed | till the 
year 1772, after the author's death. 
1 have carefully p uſed Van Swie- 
ten's objections, and Have ſpent ſome 
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time and pains in collecting a greater 
number of proofs than were brought 
by Caſtro, to demonſtrate Piſtorically, 

that the venereal diſeaſe appeared in 
Italy, for the firſt time, in the month 
of March 1493, and that it was not 
brought from America, as many 
writers have pretended, by Chriſto- 

£ pher Columbus and his companions. 

— T6 obſervations and remarks are 
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ſo arranged, as to ſhow beneath the 


authors who have either ſupplied or 


ſuggeſted them; and theſe authors 


are placed according to the order of 


time, when their works, quoted by 
me, were printed, 
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1. Fo been a matter of much oi and 
ſerious debate amongſt medical writers, when, 


and from whence, the venereal diſeaſe was intro- 


duced into Europe. The greater part of theſe 
writers have perſuaded themſelves that it was 


brought by Columbus and his companions from 


St. Domingo, merely becauſe it raged with great 


violence in Europe, ſhortly after the return of 


the above navigators from their firſt voyage. 

Although the proofs of thoſe who have beſtow. 
ed this origin on the venereal diſeaſe, as it has 
prevailed in Europe, have all been equivocal, 


ſtill greater counter-demonſtrations have been 


needed, than thoſe which have been hitherto ad- 


duced. In a diſpute of this nature nothing but 


infallible proofs can cauſe the ſcale to prepon- 
derate on the one ſide or the other. 

To this end, Dr. Sanchez, in his preſent work, 
has with great induſtry brought forward a ſeries 
of incontrovertible facts, ſuch as bid defiance to 
all theory and conjecture, many of them being 
founded on the writings of authors of veracity 

3 and 
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| 1 Pd | 
and repute, antecedent to the firſt return of Co- 
lumbus from his American diſcoveries. 
It would ſeem that the: different appearances 
the lues venerea puts on, in the different ſtages of 


its exiſtence in any country, have been the great 
cauſe of the ſubject having been ſo much argued. 


From being at the firſt onſet highly inflammatory 


and exalted, as well as infectious and general in 


its attacks, it becomes i in a great meaſure chroni- 


cal and limited, and at length 1s er to ſuch 
a degree, that there is every probability of its hay- 
ing been, in many inſtances, from its firſt exiſt- 
ence in the world, entirely worn out : in ſupport 


of this hyphotheſis many phyſical cauſes of oli- 


mate &c. might be brought. 

This may be the principal ſource of the ſcepti- 
eiſm which has prevailed as to its probable great 
intiquity. The diſeaſes, all ver! fimilar, deſcri- 
bed by Gordonius , Who wrote five centuries back, 
by Plutarch, by Celſus, and by our countryman 


Becket, as alſo that called execrable amongſt the 


Scythians, are all denied to have been venereal, 
becauſe not perfectly ſimilar to the venereal dit- 
eaſe we now know in Europe. 
But even this diſeaſe is not the ſame every 
where: it is much more inflammatory and de- 


ſlructive, for inſtance, at Naples and Leghorn, 


than in London; and on this account it may 


have received, together with many others, the 
E 5 titles 
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titles of the French and Neapolitan diſeaſe. When 


carried by the ſoldiers and ſailors laſt war from 


Great Britain to our then American ſettlements, 
| which were almoſt entirely free from it &, its ef- 


fects were infinitely more violent and ſudden, 
than they have latterly been known to be in Eu- 
rope. This muſt unqueſtionably have been ow- 


ing to climate; ſince in Virginia, from a morbid 


diſpoſition of the air, without any venereal taint, 
the penis, teſticles, and ſcrotum, are frequently 
known to gangrene. 5 


To remove from any country the odium of hav- 


ing intailed this diſeaſe on another, is a ſatisfac- 
tion to the philoſopher, and the man of liberality 


* That the American colonies, at the breaking out of the 


laſt war, were in a great meaſure ſtrangers to the lues vene- 
rea, was owing to their ſagacious regulations reſpecting ma 


trimony, almoſt generally embraced, and the morals of the 
people. When a woman was diſcovered to have a promiſ- 


cuous intercourſe with the men, ſhe was tranſported to the 
Bay of Honduras.—** Increaſe and multiply,” was, and 
Nill is, the motto of the Americans, | 
But in the back ſettlements of North America, the In- 
dians, who do not obſerve the ſame precautions, have amongſt 


them this diſeaſe, which they have long known. They are 


very expert in curing it, with the root, far more pungent 
and acrid than that of our mezerion, of the lobelia ſero- 
tina, With this they alſo remove obſtinate dyſenteries, 


The negroes call it the bloody root, from the dark ſanguine 


colour of its juice when freſh, 


« 
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and ſentiment. To make it appear that it has 
been known from a very remote period in many 
countries, where it has aſſumed a variety of 


ſhapes, may lead to many curious phyfical inveſ- 
tigations, 


The author of this treatiſe aſſerts with confi- 
dence, that if the celebrated Sydenham had been 
maſter of the poſitive facts he (Sanchez) has been 
at the pains to eſtabliſh, he would never have in- 
fiſted, as he has done in his commentaries, on the 
American origin of the diſeaſe which prevails at 
preſent in Europe. 

This may equally apply to Aſtrue and the other 
writers who accord with Sydenham. Amongſt 
theſe I cannot paſs over Mr. Turnbull, a navy 
ſurgeon, and ſurgedn to the Eaſtern Diſpenſary, 
fince he treats the ſubject with an unuſual can- 
dour. 

Amongſt our countrymen, he follows Aftruc 
as a profeſſed writer on the hiſtory of the venereal 
diſeaſe, on which he reaſons fhrewdly, and diſ- 
Plays much reading and erudition, bringing for- 
ward, without torturing them, as is generally the 
caſe, the arguments of his opponents. 

Mr. Turnbull, in his reſearches, has had the 
advantage of thoſe who have preceded him oft 

the ſame ground. The circuitous voyagers have 
ſupplied him with opinions relative to the Intro- 
duction by Europeans of the venercal diſeaſe into 

155 the 
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the Sandwich Iſlands. I ſhall now briefly exa- 
mine theſe opinions, and endeavour to ſhow their 
fallacy. 


Mr. Samwell, ſurgeon of che Diſcovery, dur- | 


ing the laſt circuitous voyage, had boldly come 
forward in the cauſe of truth, to ſtate the cir- 
cumſtances which attended the death of Captain 
Cook, an event before much miſrepreſented. 
The zeal and integrity which impelled him on 
this occaſion, have induced him to publiſh alſo 
the reſult of his enquiries reſpecting the venereal 
| diſeaſe, at the Sandwich Iflands ; by which it 
would appear, that the reproach of having intro- 


duced it amongſt the natives, 1s entirely removed 


from the Engliſh diſcoverers. 

Mr. Samwell, joined to an inquiſitive and 
deeply penetrative genius, has had the advan- 
tage of a liberal education, which enabled him to 
form and digeſt, for the moſt part, the account 


of the languages of the Sandwich Iflands, given 


in Captain Cook's laſt voyage. Conſequently 

much truſt is to be repoſed in what he advances. 
He ſets out by obſerving, that our late navi- 
gators to the South Sea Iſlands, were, without ſuf- 
ficient ground, led to believe that the venereal 
difeaſe was introduced amongſt the inhabitants by 
Europeans ; and that this opinion, implicitly 
| n by the public, has caſt a great, though 
5 unmerited, 
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unmerited, ſtigma, on the late important voyages 
of diſcovery to thole ſeas. 

On carefully inveſtigating the baſis upon which 
theſe aſſertions have been made, ſo as to confirm 


the reſult of his enquiries amongſt the natives, he 


feels a perfect conviction that the diſeaſe was known 
at the Sandwich Iflands, before they were diſco- 

Mr. Samwell having it much at heart to place 
his diſcovery beyond the reach of cavil or cone 
tradiction, has availed himſelf of the opportunity, 
which ſubſequent voyages to theſe iſlands have 
afforded him, of directing further enquiries to the 
ſubject. 

He has converſed with-a native of one of the 
Sandwich iſlands lately arrived in England; and, 
more particularly, with Captain Dixon, and 
other officers of the ſhips which lately viſited 
the South Seas. Amongſt other proofs, they 
mention that an Indian, a man of great intelli- 
gence, embarked on board one of the ſhips 


with a view of coming to England, but died in 


r 1 
This Indian had been with them about two 


years, and in that time had acquired a ſufficient 
knowledge of the Engliſh language to make him- 
ſelf readily underſtood. . He recollected very well 


the diſcovery of the Sandwich iſlands by Captain 
Cook, and not only acknowledged, that the ve- 
| nereal 
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nereal diſeaſe was then known amongſt them, 
but declared that he had himſelf been twice in- 
- fected by it before that event took place. 

This fact fully confirms the truth of Mr. Sam- 
well's obſervations; and he is of opinion ghar fu- 
ture enquiries will prove, that the diſeaſe exiſted 
in all the South Sea Iſlands, before they were diſ- 
eovered by Europeans, notwithſtanding what has 
been aſſerted to the contrary, by thoſe who were 
miſled by a want of a ſufficient knowledge of tlie 
language of the natives *. 

From theſe correſponding facts, and the argu- 
ments of Doctor Sanchez in the preſent work, 
2 may we not be led to conclude, that the venereal 


* The following incident will ſhow how difficult it was, in 
Captain Cook's time, to procure any information which could 
be depended on, from the natives of the Sandwich iſlands, 

The Reſolution and Diſcovery ſeparated for about a fort- 
night off Owhyee. Towards the cloſe of this period, the 
Diſcovery was viſited by an Indian, with whom Mr. Sam- 
well, and others, were in the habit of converſing, and pick- 5 
ing up as much of the language as they could. On ap- 
proaching the land, the firſt enquiry made, was, very nas 

turally, after the Reſolution; but neither the natives who 
flocked on board, nor the above Indian (who was along ſide 
when the ſhips parted) could be made to comprehend the 
queſtion. The Reſolution, notwithſtanding, had been on the 
ſame ſpot the day before, purchaſing proviſions, &c. of the 
very people to whom the enquiry was direQed, and appears 
at the time to have been ſcarcely out of ſight, ſince He was 
joined by the Diſcovery before ſunſet. 
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diſeaſe prevails, and has long prevailed, in almoſt 
every. part of the habitable globe? That the 
violence of its effects, like the action of the venom 
of reptiles, depends upon climate and other co- 
efficient cauſes? That the yariety of ſhapes it 
aſſumes in its different ſtages of exiſtence in any 
country, may have cauſed the ancient traditions 
concerning it to be doubted ? and that, generally 
ſpeaking, it prevails equally amongſt ſavages, - 
with whom the ſexes are in a ſtate of almoſt pro- 
miſcuous intercourſe, and polithed nations over- 


whelmed with debaucheries—whilt it ſhuns thoſe 
who are placed in a happy medium betwixt the 


two ſtates of ſavage ignorance, and luxurious re- 
finement, ſuch as, till very lately, the inhabitants 


of the new ſtates of North America, and the peo- 
ple of the northern parts of Scotland, the moſt 
virtuous in- Great Britain, amongſt whom this 


frightful diſeaſe is {till but little known, and is 


' dreaded as much as the plague. 


The author of this treatiſe may perhaps be 
blamed for having laid ſo great a ſtreſs on the 
authority of Pintor, ſince by the extracts he makes 
from his work De Morbo Redo, it appears that he 
had a ſtrong tinge of ſuperſtition, inſomuch, that 
he aſcribes the epidemic venereal diſeaſe of his 
time, to a conjunction of the plancts Mars and 
Venus. As the immenſe French army he ſpeaks 
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of entered Italy at this ils; Pintor's 7 "ON in a 


metaphorical fenſe, was not mal- apropos. 
But the dark age in which he lived ſhould be 
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taken into the account; and as a further apology, 1 
the flux and-veflux of the tides are a proof that ; 
the. planers, connected with our ſyſtem, have a | 
conſiderable: influence over the earth, ſo as, by 1 
affecting rhe atmoſphere, to aſſiſt in the produc- 9 
tion of any epidemic diſeaſe. FF 

Extreme heat, either ſucceeding to, or mended - = 


hy! heavy rains, is a principal ſource, in certain 
climates, of peſtitential fevers. This is particu» 
cularly noticeable in the Eaſt Indies, where a 
ſultry and dry ſeaſon is conſtantly healthy; but if 
rain immediately follow, then epidemic diſeaſes pre- 
vail; and this is alſo the caſe on the coaſt of Africa. 
At ſo early a period as that when Homer ſung 
and begged, when the ſcience of aſtronomy was 
in a very infant ſtate, the ſun and moon were ſup- 
poſed to act on the human body, and produce 
diſeaſes. This is inſtanced in the contention, de- 
ſcribed in the lliad, betwixt Agamemnon and 
Achilles, where the epidemic diſeaſe amongſt the 
Grecian troops, is aſcribed to the arrows of Apollo, 
that is, to the rays of the ſun, operating conjointly 
with the marſhy lands on which the Greeks were 

Eycampod, , 
In the concluding part of this work, where the _ 
ber treats 2.6 the plague, he riſks a very bold 
aſſertion, 
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, affertion, that quarantines are not neceſſary, as a 


Prevention, to ſhips which have paſſed from an 


Anfected country, to another, the climate of which 


entirely different. He denies that the plague 
can exiſt beyond a ſtated period on ſhip-board ; 
and that it can affect where there is no prediſpoſi- 
tion, brought on by the combining cauſes which 
gave it birth in its native clime. 


He has forgotten, amongſt his arguments, to 


inſtance the Sudor Anglicanus, a peſtilential diſeaſe, 
which was entirely confined to the Engliſh, who, 
if they paſſed into other countries, were ſtill in- 


fected by it, although it did not attack their neigh- 


bours the Scotch and French. 
This, our author's, doctrine, in regard to the 
plague, deſerves, in a political point of view, a ſtrict 


and careful inveſtigation. The Engliſh quarantines 


are extremely tedious, and attended by a palpable 
injury to our commerce. A ſhip of any nation 


takes in her cargo in the Mediterranean, and 
would bring it to a Britiſh market, as the beft : 


but the merchant is frighted at the length of the 
quarantine, a delay expenſive and inconvenient 
ro his traffic. He accordingly ſeeks Cadiz, Liſ- 


bon, the ports of Holland, &c. where the quar- 


antine, unleſs the circumſtances be very parti- 


cular indeed, does not exceed two, or three days 
at the fartheſt, | 
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SECTION 1. 


Iten Extras fron the Wirks of Prrave 


PiNTOR. 


N the catalogue of authors, natives of 
the kingdom of Valencia *, we find that 
Pintor was born in the capital of that king- 
dom, in the year 1420 ; that he was phy- 
ſician to Pope Alexander the Sixth, and that 


he died at Rome in the year 1503. 


"2M Eſerittores del Reyno de Valencia, por Unenti Ximeno. 
. en Valencia 1747, fol. pag. 67 and 79. 
Tome I. : 
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The Pope, his patron, was likewiſe of 


Valencia; and, when a Cardinal, reſided in 


Spain, from 1472 to 1479, in quality of 


legate to Pope Sixtus the Sixth. He alſo 
lived at the Court of Valencia, of which 
place he was Archbiſhop; and there is reaſon 


to believe, that he then patronized Pintor, 


and carried him with him to Rome. 
Probably this might not have happened 
till after his return to Italy, or after his 
elevation to the Tiara, in 1492: what is 
certain, however, as will be ſhown in the 


ſequel, is, that Pintor was at Rome in the 
month of March 1493, and that he took 


upon him the title of phyſician to Pope 
Alexander the Sixth. The earlieſt of his 
works was printed in 14,99 * 
During the year 1500, be publiſhed at 


* Ad beatiſſimum et clementifſimum D. N. PD. Alex- 
andrum Papam VI. Petrus Pintor, Artium et Medecinæ 
Magiſter præfati Sanctitatis hunc libellum dirigit Aggre- 
gator Sententiarum de curatione peſtilentiæ. Ad calcem 
explicit impreſſus per V. Virum Mag. Eucharium Silber 
1499. Menſe Februario. 

This book is to be ſeen in the library of the College de, 
Duatre-Nations, at Paris. 


ors, 


Rome, another work, entitled—de Morbo 
Fedo bis Temporibus dffligenti. 


The only copy of this work of which * 


have any knowledge, is in the hands of M. 
Cotunnio, Profeſſor of Anatomy at Naples. 


The profeſſor, in his work de Sedibus Vario- 
larum *, has announced the contents of Pin- 


tor's 9 de Morbo Fudo. 


Pag. 149. Petrus Pintor, Hiſpanus me- 


dicus Valentiæ natus, de lue venerea aut 
primus omnium ſeripſit, aut certe inter pri- 


mos: quem morbum tertiam eſſe voluit va- 


riolarum ſpeciem. Dixitque alubumata motus, 
opinor, puſtuloſa progenie, qua præſertim 


ſe venerea lues primum manifeſtavit. Ait 
enim,“ ab anno 1494, uſque in præſentem 


annum 1499, quidam morbus ignotus, di- 
verſis dolorum ſpeciebus, in diverſis mem- 
brorum corporis partibus, puſtularum di- 
verſorum modorum, in magnitudine et par- 
vitate, in cute corporum hominum naſcen- 
tium, terribiliter gentium multitudinem cru- 


ciavit, qui a vulgo Romano Gallicus morbus 


* Dominici Cotunnii Regii Anat. Proſeſſ. de Sedibus 


Variolarum TTNTATMA, Neapoli, 1769, 8v0. 
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In civitate enim valentina (quo ſexage- 


narium variolatum ſe vidiſſe capite 2. de- 


clarat) aliud nomen impoſuerunt,” cujus 
opus quod ut ex ejus calce apparet, edit 
eſt Romz quarta ut aiunt forma, ſine ulla p 


ginarum que ſunt 44. vel enumeratione, vel © 
nexu per venerabilem V. D. Eucharium Sil- 


ber die nona menſis Auguſti anno Sal. Chriſti 
M. D. Miror-neque apud contemperaneos, 
neque apud bibliographos, mentionem fac- 
tam eſſe ullam, neque enim Luiſini collec- 
tione, neque Aſtrucii eximio illo catalogo— 
pag. 151. et leq. in curatione tradenda mer- 
curialis unguenti effectus in nonnullis Ecle- 
ſize viris in capite decimo octavo, in quo de 


unguentis ad dolores tollendos agit, inquit 


mercuriali unguento ſe inungere voluiſſe Re- 
verendiſſ. D. Cardinalem de Seguorbia qui bunc 
morbum patiebatur cum terribilibus, qui die, ac 
2 precipue, in lecto quieſcere, neque dormire 
poterat, ſlante tanta fortitudine dolorum ut ad 
Syncopen portarent ex quo ſecutam inſomnietatem 
et ſigfocationem magnam in partibus gutturis et 


oris et pauls poſt virulentiam materi@ morbifice, 


nonnumquam velut cancrorum exaggerans, eam 
inguit viſam fuiſſe in Petro de Borgia in quo vi- 
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rulentiæ materie puſtularum capitis corroſionem 
in pericraneo et craneo manifeſt fecit demam 
unguento quod haberet axungie porci recentis 
uncias tres, terebinting de pino, lythar giri auri, 
ceruſſe, ana unciam unam, olei laurini uncias ſex, 
ſucci acetoſitatis citri quantum ſufficit, ut RE un 
guentum liquidum *.“ 


« Se curaſſe, inquit D. Centes, Canonicum Il- 


lerdenſem d doloribus fortibus, in tibiis, bracbiis, 
et aliis membris, cum puſtulis extenſis per totum 


corpus. 


Having peruſed Cotunnio's work, with- 
out finding any other quotations from Pin- 
tor, I intimated to Doctor Marcello Sanches, 


a phyſician at Naples, my deſire to be per- 


fectly informed of the contents of the book 
mentioned by Cotunnio, in his treatiſe de 


Sedibus Variolarum. In reply, I received three 


letters; the firſt, dated the 12th of Sep- 
tember; the ſecond, the 15th of the ſame 


month ; and the third, the 24th of the No- 
vember following. 


* Cotunnio, in his extracts from Pintor's work, has 


forgotten the crude mercury, of which the other, as will 
appear hereaſter, gave three grains as a doſe, 


Ls” Th. 


1 
Theſe are the contents of the firſt letter. 
« Not having a particular knowledge of 
M. Cotunnio, I requeſted one of my friends, 
intimately acquainted with him, to borrow 
Pintor's work: however, M. Cotunnio, not 
wiſhing to part with the book out of his ; 


library, I was obliged to obtain on the ſpot 


the informations you requeſt.” 
This work, which is unique in its kind, 
is a ſmall quarto, containing twenty-two 


chapters, and written in gothick characters. 


It ſets off with a kind of preface, in which I 


find the extracts M. Cotunnio has copied, in 


the one hundred and forty-ninth and fol- 
lowing pages of his work de Sedibus Variola- 
rum, which I have fent you; and concludes 


by an addreſs to Pope Alexander the Sixth.“ 


„In the original work, I find the ſubſe- 
quent Pafſages, not publiſhed by M. Co- 


tunnio. 


The following occurs in the fourth chap- 
ter; - 
« Sicque * in da contingit, 
quod per admirationem alicujus ægrituninis 
nobis ignotè devenire poſſumus ad cogni- 


tionem ipſius, ſicut evenit hoc tempore ſcili- 


. cet, 


CF 
cet, ab anno 1494, uſque ad præſentem an- 
num 1499, adhuc affligens quidam morbus 
qui à vulgo in civitate Romana appellatur 
Morbus Gallicus, hac ratione quia multi galli 
ad hanc pervenientes urbem a ſua regione 
Gallica hoc morbo infectionem hujus morbi 


portaverunt. Et multitudinem gentium 


iſtius morbi per contagium cruciaverunt ; 
etiamque poſt dies notitiam habuimus, quod 
iſte morbus gentes multorum climatum in- 
vaſit, ficque diverſa nomina de eo impoſita 


fuerunt ; idcirco dicendum eſt quod hic 


morbus non pervenit ſolum à contagio, fed 


vera cauſa ejus magis appropriata fuit aliqua 
influentia ſtellarum erraticarum, quæ nobis 


viſum et certificatum ſtetit, fuiſſe cauſam di- 
verſitatis conjunctionum planetarum et eclip- 
ſes ſolis etiamque lunæ.“ | 
Can we believe, that Pintor, a Spaniſh 
phyſician, had ſuch a fact exiſted, could 
have been ignorant in 1496, that the venereal 
diſeaſe had been brought from America by 
Columbus, whoſe firſt return into Spain was 


in 1493, and the ſecond in 1496 ? If the 


moſt diſtant idea had been then entertained 
that the diſeaſe was of American origin, 
55 „ and 
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and that it had been communicated by the 
companions of this celebrated navigator, 
would Pintor have ſought for its cauſe in the 
influence of the ſtars? Admitting even that 
the latter opinion was peculiar to him, he 
would at leaſt have combated, or rejected, 
the ſentiments contrary to his own, on the 
ſubjec̃t of a diſeaſe of which he was com- 
piling a hiſtory.” 


In the eighteenth chapter we meet with 


the following paſlage: 


Aliud unguentum quidam Portoguenſis 


qui ſtabat in Caſtro Sancti Angeli, portavit 


de partibus ſuis, cum quo unguento pa- 
tientes alubumata multos eſſe curatos de- 
monſtravit, cujus ordinatio eſt iſta :” 


« R. Lythargiri 3j. ceruſſ. Zi. thuris—maſtiches—aa 
3ij. reſinæ pini Zi. argent vivi 3iij. axungiz porcine re- 


cent Zi. ol. roſar. 3 j. M. ft. Ungt. fluxile.“ 


« Iſtud unguentum, cum tali doſi mede- 
cinarum ſimplicium, erit multa quantitate, 
et reducere poteris ad drachmas cum inun- 
gere volueris; cum hoc unguento voluit ſe 


, inungere D. Cardinalis de Seguorbia, &c. 


In my friend's letter of the 15th of Sep- 


tember, he informs me, that on paying a 


ſecond 


n 
ſecond viſit to M. Cotunnio's Hbrary, he met 
with the following eſſential paſſages in the 
fourth chapter of Pin-or's work. 
« Nec mirandum ſi non incepit hic mor- 
bus 1a Italia, Francia, Hiſpania, quoniam, 
ut diximus, habuit ſignificationem in toto 
orbe, et ſic habuit principium in aliis par- 
tibus orbis; et ſi in his prænominatis locis 
non apparuit nobis, ex virtute ſupra dicta- 
rum conjunctionum in ſignis. Sed cum 
ratione alias potuit incipere in 1494, in Italia 
et prædictis partibus (Francia et Hiſpania) 
quoniam fuit conjur tio, ut ſuperius dictum 
eſt, Jovis et Martis, in figno libre qui habet 
dominium in his partibus,—etiam Jupiter et 
Mars conjunxerunt. Veruntamen ſunt ali- 
qui qui dicunt pradiftum morbum incepiſſe 
anno 1496. Id falſum, quia nullam habent 
rationem demonſtrandi hujus dicti verita- 
tem. Primo quia experientia viſum eſt ante 
incepiſſe per duos annos in prenominatis 
partibus, in Italia, Francis, et Hiſpanid X. 
Addo etiam quod à diverſitate conjunc- 
tionum planetarum, eclipſium ſolis et lunæ, 
aliorumque influentia, iſte morbus occultus 
6 Chapter 22. 
pro- 


Ct ww) 
producit, ut in cap. de cauſis demonſtra- 
vimus.”— _ 

Indeed this book is a confuſed jumble 
of greek, arabick, and aſtrological doctrine. 
It deſcribes, as you ſee, the whole world as 
having given origin to the venereal diſeaſe; 
and has not found it in the Iſland of St. 


Domingo, ſo as to afford the Spaniards the 


credit of having made this preſent to our 
continent. | 
The third letter, dated November 9.4, 
continues thus : > 


« Let us return to Pintor's work, entitled 


de Morbo Teo et Occulto bis Temporibus 4 
agents, &. 

On peruſing it,” ſays my friend D. 
Marcello Sanchès, „I expected to find 
where it was that the author had exhibited 
remedies for the cure of venereal complaints 
to the Cardinal of Seguorbia, and the Canon 
of Centes de Lerida in Catalonia. I was 


diſappointed ; but it is very probable that 


this happened at Rome.“ 


In the thirteenth chapter, is the following 


paſſage: 


66 Nam unus homo inlectus dicto morbo 


poteſt 


, TY 


* 


poteſt inficere homines convertantes et ſtan- 
tes cum infecto; etiamque poteſt inficere 
aerem cameræ et domum ubi habitant. Et 
ſic pertranſit de uno homine ad alium et de 
una domo ad aliam, et producitur ille aer 
malicioſus per totam civitatem, et inde in- 
ficiunt homines illius civitatis ex hoc con- 
tagio. 

„Thus, at its beginning, was the ve- 
nereal diſeaſe in every reſpect ſimilar to the 
plague.” 

„At the end of the thirteenth chapter, 
Pintor adds,” 


Nos tamen in patientibus hunc nod 
per experientiam plurimum vidimus conti- 
giſſe in iſto tempore, quod hic morbus cru- 
ciabat per contagium, precipuè cum muliere 
hoc morbo infefta.” 

In Pintor's firſt tract, entitled Aggre- 
gator Sententiarum de Præſervatione et Cu- 
ratione Peſtilentiæ, chapter the fourth, we 
read as follows; 

« Talis autem epidemia, 1 in urbe Romana 
contigit anno 1493; menſe Martii Pore in in 
troitum ſolis in primum minutum arietis.” 


66 in 


a 

« In the ninth chapter of the ſame tract 
we likewiſe find the following paſſage :” 

« In civitate Romana, in peſtilentia, an- 

ni 1493,” (nam hoc anno, in principio menſis 

Auguſti, peſtis manifeſtè apparuit, et invaſit 


multitudinem hominum per ſex menſes et per 


ampliùs tempus) “ led tamen in primis tribus 


menſibus fuit fortis peſtilentia, et poſt di- 
minuendo valde proceſſit in alis tribus men- 


ſibus, et nunquam radiæ inferior fuit conjuncta 
radici ſuperiori, led ſemper illis menſibus dic- 
tis a radice ſuperiori cæleſti, peſtis in homi- 
nibus urbis Romanæ influxura et duratura 


ſtetit, et lentè proceſſit, et non ex toto de- 


ſinit effectum facere ſuum uſque ad menſem 
Juni 1494, in quo menſe peſtis invaſit mul- 


tim gentes hujus civitatis #. Poſt radix in- 


ferior 


* In his ninth chapter, and almoſt throughout the work 
from which theſe extracts are taken, Pintor aſſigns two 
cauſes for the plague and peſtilential epidemics. When 
the one cauſe acts without the other, the plague is then 
neither ſo univerſal, nor ſo deſtructive. The firſt of theſe 
cauſes is the influence of the ſtars on our earth ; this he 
calls the radix ſuperior, radix caleſtis, The ſecond conſiſts 
of the changes in the four elements, ſuch as great drought, 


| ſevere cold, inundations, and change of ſeaſon : theſe in- 


* 


, | | duced 


( 18.) 
ferior cum radice ſuperiori oonjuncta fuit, 


qua totum menſem Mai pluviæ magnæ ei- 
fectè fuerunt in ſuperficie terre, etiam in 


viſceribus ejus putrefactio, et corruptio cau- 


ſata eſt ex qua multarum febrium putrida- 


rum continuarum diverſarum ſpecierum— | 


generatio ſtetit et accidentium terr ibflium, 
in dictis febribus innumerabilium invaſſio *.“ 


duced calamities, which affficted all Italy, from the year 
1491 to, 1495. See the Diſſertation on the Origin of the 


| Venerecal Diſeaſe : he there calls this ſecond cauſe, radix in- 


ferior. See alſo the part of this work, in which we ſhall 
ſpeak of the Epiſtles of Petrus Delphini. | 
* Pintor, in the fifty-fourth, and three ſucceeding chap- 


ters of his work, entitled Aggregator, treats of the buboes 
and ſores (anthrax) which ſupervene in theſe fevers, He 


does not there mention any ſymptom in the parts of gene- 


ration of either ſex. Thoſe who imagine that the venereal | 


diſeaſe was brought from St. Domingo, will avail them- 


ſelves of the above remark, to maintain, that this peſtilence, 


which firſt appeared in Italy, in March 1493, was not the 


diſeaſe called a year afterwards the French pox. However, | 


at the commencement of almoſt all contagious diſeaſes, all 
the ſymptoms do not appear at once: towards the cloſe of 
peſtilential fevers, the ſores are uſually the moſt common 
and moſt alarming ſymptom; and it is to be preſumed, that 
chancres and buboes, in the genital parts, appeared at the 
cloſe of theſe diſeaſes, ſince, as we ſhall ſee hereaſter, 
plagues are to be found, accompanied by theſe ſymptoms. 


Eatract 


. ̃ ü „ 


( 14 ) 


Extract from Sebaſtian Aquila. 


Sebaſtian Aquila, in his book de Morbo 
Gallico *, [peaks thus of this diſeaſe : 

« Ut nos in hoc morbo” (the venereal diſ- 
eaſe) © videmus non enim apud omnes in 
pudendis incipit ; imo alias is morbus erat 
lethalis, etiam cita morte: Doctore Serenio 
medico referente ex malignitate materiæ fa- 
cientis morbum ; hoc tum hodie raro accidit 
quibus jam clarum eſt omnibus, mor- 
bum dictum vulgo Gallicum eſſe elephan- 
liaſis.“ 

By theſe remarks, and the obſervations 
of ſeveral authors, whom it would be ſuper- 
fluous to cite, it may be gathered, that this 
diſeaſe was, in Ne reſpect, ſimilar to the 
moſt deſtructive plague; and that, under 

theſe circumſtances, the venereal ſymptoms 
in the parts of generation could not be ob- 


* Interpretatio morbi Gallici, et cura Papiæ, per Jacob 
de Burgo Franco 1509. in 8vo. min.—Cap. 1“. S. de ca- 
ſibus et accidentibus, page 188. Ln, | 

This treatiſe is to be Sad in the collection of Luiſini, 
Boerhaave's edition: the collection, how ever, is not per- 
fectly complete. | 


ſerved: 
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ſerved: theſe ſymptoms appear only to have 
SY ſhown themſelves when the diſeaſe became 
| = leſs fatal. 


Eætract from the Epiſiles of Petrus Delphini, 
General of the Order of Calmadules. 


As I haye been fortunate enough to meet 
with the 5 of Delphini®, a ſcarce book, 
which confirms the dates of the peſtilential 
diſeaſe I have made known to the reader 
through the extracts from Pintor, we ſhall 
have freſh proofs that the venereal diſeaſe 
was known in Italy, not only before the ar- 
rival of Charles the Eighth at Rome, but 
before, and at the time when Columbus re- 

turned into Spain from his firſt American 


voyage. — 

In his ſeventy-ninth epiſile, ed book, — 
daated at Florence, in March 1491, Delphini iſ 

| relates, that during the preceding year, there - 


was ſo great a drought throughout Italy, 
that at Venice, not only the canals were no 
longer navigable, but all the rivers of the il 
country dry. That curing the winter, and "i 


* Petri Delphini Veneti, Chas Camaldulenſis Epit- 
tolarum hibri—Venetus 1524. fol. 
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75 58 of the year 1497 the froſt,. accom- 
panied by heav y falls of ſnow, was ſo exceſ- 
five as to freeze up all the rivers. Accord- 
ing to Nicholas Leonicene, Alexander Bene- 
dicti, and Sabellicus, all quoted in the Diſ- 
ſertation on the Origin of the Venereal Diſ- 
caſe, printed at Paris in 1763, the inunda- 
tions during the lollowing years, till 1495, 
together with the earthquakes and famine, 
jaid waſte all Italy It may be well pre- 
ſumed, that the irregularities of the ſeaſons, 
the frequent, variations in the temperament 
of the atmoſphere, the exceſs of cold and 
heat, the inundations and extreme moiſture, 
followed by great drought it may be well 
preſumed, I ſay, t ſuch calamities, felt 
during five ſucceſſive years, from 1490 to 
1494, muſt have been capable of producing 
* e peſtilential fevers, and even the 
plague itſelf, with the innumerable and ter- 
rible ſymptoms which Pintor obſerved and 
deſcribed. | 

In the firſt epiſtle of his third book, dated 
the third of November 1491, and addreſſed 
to the. Abbe Baſilius D' Arrezzo, Delphini 
mentiohs his having ſeen, on the arms and 


legs 


— 


legs of a ſick perſon, ſores of a deep black 
colour, which exuded from their ſcabs a 


lanies of the worſt quality“. Suppoſing 
theſe ſores to have been venereal, this diſ- 
temper muſt have been known in Italy be- 


fore Columbus left Puerto de Palos, in queſt 
of the new world he afterwards diſcovered. 


I do not ſpeak decidedly on the ſubject; but 
all the authors, who deſcribe the ſymptoms _ 


of this peſtilential diſeaſe at its firſt appears 
ance, mention ſores of this deſcription. Fra- 
caſtorius, that exact and judicious obſerver, 


has given a very accurate deſcription of 


” {de 


more eorum ulcerum quæ phadzgenica appellantur. 


them. 


* Purgatione indiget et ciborum abſtinentia ut redun- 


dantia maligni humoris ad cruta et brachia deſcendentis fa- 


ciliùs cohibeatur; nam ut de crurum ulceribus taceam, 
oltendit mihi heri veſpere ſiniſtri cubiti flexuram tetro ru- 
bore circumfuſam, cruſtaque duriore et ſanie opertam ita 
ut inhorruerem videns. | I. 

t Lib. 2. cap. 12, de morbis contagigſis, poſt hæc cruſtoſæ 
quædam puſtulæ per cutem erumpebant; differentiz earum 
multæ viſebantur et ſicciores quibuſdam majores, et pin- 
guiores, nonnullis lividæ, aliis exalbidæ leviter pallentes, 
aliis duriores et ſubrubentes, ac mucore quodam mucilagineo 


. fetids manabant, nec dici poteſt quantus ille mucor perpetuo 


efflueret, quanta ſordities, exulceratæ deinde exedebant, 
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In the eighty-fourth epiſtle of the third 
* dated at Florence, January 4, 1494, 
and addreſſed to Cardinal Senenſis, Delphini 
warns the Cardinal againſt the plague, 
which had not yet ceaſed its ravages. He adds, 
that near the city of Sienna, it had been fatal 
to ſeveral; and that the hoſtile army (that 
of Charles the Eighth) was haraſſed by it. 
This confirms what Pintor obſerved, name- 
ly, that the plague began to infeſt Italy in 
March 1493“. 

In Delphini's ninety-ſecond epiſtle of the 
third bcok, dated at Florence, February 20, 
1494, he repeats what he had advanced in 
the epiſtle above cited, that Italy was as s yet 
not perfectly free from the plague rf. 

A N Thus, 


* Cxterum caute ſe habeat in urbe dignatio tua, ubi 
mitigatam quidem audio peſtilentiæ vim, non penitus . 
extintam. In maxima trepidatione vivitur, ac pavore 
ne immunem per tot annos civitatem a contagione hujuſ- 
cemodi, five aeris corruptione, peſtilens (quod abiit) atque 
infelix annus excipiat aiunt citra ſenas his diebus nonnullos 
peſte interiiſſe, que res majorem terrorem incuffit. Appro- 
pinquare cernitur paulatim hoſtis, qui male, nifi dei auxilio, 
fugari ac exterminari poteſt, (et quod maxime auget omni- 
bus metum) eo tempore in armis eſt, depopulatur, vaſtat. 

| + Trepidantibus omnibus præ timore et expectatione, 
que 


CY 1] 

Thus, by the quotations from Pintor and 
Delphini, we find that the plague ** in 
Italy ſo far back as March 1493. N 

The firſt, and, what is more, the ay 
author of thoſe times, who aſſerted that the 
venereal diſeaſe was brought from the iſland 
of St. Domingo, is Gongalo d'Oviedo, during 
the ſecond voyage of Columbus, at his ſe- 
cond return, on the eighth of June 1496. 
In his firſt voyage, Oviedo has not ſpoken 
of the venereal diſeaſe. 
Theſe appear to me to be ſuch demon- 
ſtrative proofs, as Van Swieten has required 
in the fifth volume of his Commentaries. As 
I 'am perſuaded, that he would have been 

fatisfied with them, it is unneceſſary for me 
to reply to his other objections againſt the 
exiſtence of the Venereal Diſeaſe in Italy. 

Pintor, in the fourth chapter of his work, 
entitled Aggregator Sententiarum, ſhows, that 
the Venereal Diſeaſe exiſted in Italy. 


quæ ſuper ventura eſt a rege francorum grave bellum im- 
minere, omnes affirmant Lugdunum jam ſe contulit rex, 
exercitibus in immenſum acutis ad hæc metuunt ne 
tanta gallorum multitudine Italiam aut penitus morbo im- 
munem, ingrediente —vitiatur ac longè magis. | 
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Eight days after the return of Columbus 
into Spain, from his firſt American voyage, 
he makes the following obſervation. 

« Talis autem Epidemia in Urbe Romana 
contigit, anno 1493, menſe Martii, poſt in- 

troitum ſolis in primum minutum Arietis.” 

Nov the firſt return into Spain of Colum- 
bus from St. Domungo, Was on the 1 3. of 
March 1499. 1 

Is it therefore credible, that the venereal 
diſeaſe, in the ſpace of eight days, could 
have been communicated from the coaſt of 
Spain to Rome, ſuppoſing. the ſeamen be- 
longing to Columbus to have been infected ; 
by Jf 2:7; ” 4 

I ſhall not ance, in 10 of my opi- 

nion, thoſe ulcers on the arms and legs, ac- 
companied by ſeveral venereal ſymptoms, 

' which, as has been ſeen above, were obſerved 
by Delphini, during the year 1495. Theſe 
proofs are unneceſſary, ſince they form a 

kind of demonſtration foreign to my preſent 
purpoſe. The hiſtorical proofs I have juſt 
laid before my readers, ſeem to me to te - 
deciſive, and incapable of being in ny man- 


ner 


Wo: "3 
ner controverted : we muſt otherwiſe abſo- 


lutely reject all the facts we meet with in 
.. 


Extra from the Epiſiles of Petrus Martyr, of 
Angleria, one ol the Spaniſh Council for the 
Indies. 


Ir we conſult the Epiſtles of Petrus-Mar- 
tyr, of Angleria, and turn to the ſixty- 
ſeventh of the firſt book, dated at Jaen, in 
Andaluſia, April 3, 1489, we ſhall find it 
there clearly demonſtrated, that at the time 
when this Epiſtle was written, the Venereal 
1. Diſeaſe raged in Spain, as it did alſo in 
France and Italy. 

I ng: it n, to make the following 
extract :-: 18 

„ Ario Barboſa Luſitano Græcas litteras 


Salamanticæ profitenti vatetudinario.“ 


In peculiarem te noſtræ tempeſtatis mor- 
bum qui appellatione Hiſpanæ bubarum di- 
citur, ab Italis morbus Gallicus, medicorum 

elephantium, alii aliter appellant, incidiſſe 
_ præcipitem libero ad me ſcribis pede, lu- 
C 3 gubri 


pa 
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gubri autem elego calamitatem ærumnaſque 
gemis tuas articulorum impedimentum, interno- 
diorum hebetudinem, juncturam omnium dolores 
intenſos, eſſe proclamas ; ulcerum et oris fadi- 
tatem ſupra additam; miſeranda promis elo- 
quentia, conqueriris, lamentaris, deploras 
miſerior quidem, Ari amiciſſime, tui cupe- 
rem te bene valere; ſed minime te proſter- 
nas - ſummo namque ſemper in diſcrimine 
juvenilis ætas, qua viges, verſatur. Itaque 
quod te Saturnus opprimat à quo morbus 
iſte, quam ſi mercurialibus volitare per aera 
talaribus daretur. Vale, Giennio nonis Apri- 
lis 1489.” | | 
If I were defirous to avail myſelf of the 
authority of this Epiſtle, it would more 
than counterbalance the aſſertions of Aſtruc 
and Van Swieten, that the venereal diſeaſe 
was brought from the Iſland of St. Domingo. 
But I plead the cauſe of hiſtorical truths, 
and will bring no proots, except ſuch as 
are demonſtrative, and leſs capable of being 
controverted, than the foregoing extract. 
I have reaſon to ſuſpe& the date of this 
Epiſtle, as well as that of ſeveral others in 
the work in queſtion, not only in the edi- 
tion 


CF) 
tion of ad Alcala de Henares, but alſo in that 
printed at Amſterdam “. 


Before the commencement of the year 


149g, Pintor named this diſeaſe morbus peſti- 
lentialis. After Charles the Eighth had en- 


tered Italy, which happened in the month 
of December 1494, this phyſician, as alſo 


thoſe whoſe writings were poſterior to his, 
as Sebaſtian, Aquila, and ſeveral others, de- 


* D. Alvares, in a letter dated Paris, October 14, 1770, 
has communicated to me the above cited epiſtle of Petrus- 


Martyr, extracted ſrom the edition of Henares, publiſhed 


in ſmall folio, 15 30. I have conſulted Ja Bibliotheque 
Ancien. et Nouv. of Nicholas Antonio, and that of the Por- 
tugueſe authors, by Barboſa Manchado, to come at the 
year in which Arias Borboſa, profeſſor of the Greek lan- 
guage, began to lecture at Salamanca; but have not been 
able to procure the information deſired. I have alſo, to 
diſcover in what year Petrus-Martyr was at Jaen | Gien- 


nium] conſulted Jes Memoires pour ſervir d I Hiſtoire des 


Hommes illuſtres, par le Pere Niceron, tom, 23. In theſe 
memoirs, I find that, Martyr entered on his firſt cam- 
paign, during the war of Grenada, in 1489. It is pro- 
bable, that during that period, he made ſome ſtay at Jaen, 
which is not far from Bæca and Grenada. In glancing at 
his life, I find, that after that er affairs did not call 


him to Andaluſia till the year 1504, when he went to Gre- - 


nada to attend the funeral obſequies of the Queen Elizabeth. 
See P Art de verifier les dates, ſeconde edition, in folio, 


C4 nomi- 
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mounted it alk; Gallicus, BY conſequence 


of their obſerving i it to ſpread itſelf in Italy, 


.. Frantej-arid Spain, at the time when the 
French army entered and traverſed Italy as 
far as Naples. It follows, therefore, that 
the Epiſtle of Petrus-Martyr, I have juſt 


quoted, either was written in 14935, or ſome 


years after; and tis on this account that I 


have rejected it, as not being a demonſtra- 
tive proof, that the venereal diſeaſe infected 
Europe before the two returns of Columbus 
from America, in 1493, and 1496. In pe- 
ruſing the life of Sanches de las Brogas, by 
Maianſius *, we find, that the prefidential 
chair for the Greek language, was eſtabliſh- 


ed at Salamanca in the year 1308. It is im- 
poſſible, then, that Arias could have taught 


the Greek language in that univerſity in 
1489. The Epiſtle, moſt probably, was 


written ſeveral years after 1495. 


* Franciſci Sanctii Brocenſi Opera omnia, Auctore Gre- 


gorio Maianſio, 178 Valentino, Genevæ 1766. tom. 


IV. in 8vo. tom. 19 pag. 9. de vita Sanctii. * In acade- 


mia Salamaticenſi rhetorices cathedram obtinuit (Sanctius) 
anno 1554—eodem tempore è cathedra linguam Græcam 


docebat, que lingua in ea academia doceri capit anno 1508.” 
Gregorius Matanſuus. 
5 SECTION 


SECTION Il. 


Symptoms of the Diſeaſe now called PYenereal, 
obſerved in Italy in March 1499=—94. 

LE a peruſal of the laſt edition of 
D Aſtruc's eſtimable work de Lue Vene- 
rea, a tract written with great order, and 
filled with reſearches which evince an im- 
menſe reading of medical and hiſtorical au- 
thors, we are drawn into a perſuaſion, that 
the venereal diſeaſe was brought from Ame- 
rica by Columbus, his companions, and the 
ſeamen belonging to his fleet ; we are drawn 
into a perſuaſion that, as the learned author 
aſſerts, this diſeaſe was communicated by the 
amorous embraces of the ſexes ; and that 
three or four hundred ec perſons, 
who landed at two Spaniſh ports, Puerto 
de Palos, and Seville, on the ſame coaſt, com- 
municated it within the ſpace of a year, 
by copulation, to F. rance, I ltaly, and the north 
< E Europe. 

The beautiful ſtyle of this work leads us 


into 


* 


into a further perſuaſion, that the above 
diſeaſe was then, as it now 1s, diſhonour- 
able, and contrary to good manners. But 
what I have already ſaid, and what I am 
going to add, cannot but demonſtrate, ac- 
cording to my opinion, the contrary of what 
Aſtruc has ventured to aſſert. 

Helius Capreoli, de rebus Brixianorum, 
Lib. 12. * after having, in common with 
Leonicene, Pintor, and Delphini, recited the 
calamities-which Italy had juſt experienced, 
and which ſtill continued to exiſt, Expreſſes 
himſelf in theſe words. 

Sed inter cetera hec univerſalis- fuit 
et monſtroſa pernicies: puſtule purulente, 
magnitudine lupini craſſioris, in orbem ex- 
tenſæ ægrotationis prænuntia; in artubus 
pruritur et dolor triſtis: febris vebementiſſima : 
cutis fœdis exaſperata cruſtulis, horrorem 
afferebat intumeſcentibus, undique tuberculis, 
quibus rubor, primo lividus, moꝶ mig ricans 
color apparebat ; poſt dies: aliquot, ab ortu 


* This hiſtorical work is to be met with in thè collection 
of Italian Hiſtorians, by J. G. Grævius, vol. XI. pars VII. 
pag. 125. anno 1492, ſub Carolo VIII. Lug. Batay, 
1723. 


admiſto, 
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admiſto, ſanguine bumor exprimebatur ca · 
pitula, ſpongiolas diceres, exhauſto liquore. 


Quadriennium aliquibus exceſſit, obduft4 cute 


cicatricibus, illius ſedem indicantibus. Ab in- 


guine mulieribus, a glande viris /epiusincepit; 


mox per univerſum corpus vagabatur : ſen- 
ſere id malum præſertim incontinentes: 
conlactu tamen inficiebat quoque vicinos: 
audivimus omnem ferè terre orbem invaſiſſe 
genus 1d contagionis morbum Gallicum nuncu- 
patum, quem hæc tenus, ut elephantiaſin 
ante Pompeium magnum et ante Tiberium, 
Claudium Mentagram Italia neutiquam ere- 
ditur eſſe paſſa. Ig 

The above relation agrees in ev ry eſ- 
ſential with thoſe which Pintor, Delpbini, and 
Aquila, gave at the commencement of this 


epidemick diſeaſe. To theſe we may add, 


what Fracaſtorius has written on the ſubject. 


They all concur in ſaying, that the com- 


plaint firſt diſcovered itſelf by purulent 
puſtules on the face; that it was com 
panied by general pains ; that the ſkin was 


covered with ſcabs, attended by an acute and 
continual fever that it was not only com 


municated by acts of venery, but likewiſe 
that 
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_ That it infected thoſe who came near the 
diſeafed perſons ; that it did not become 
general till after it had been fatal to ſeveral, 
whom it had taken off by a ſudden death ; and 
that the greater part of thoſe who became 
infected, were attacked by it without having 
had a carnal commerce with the ſex. 
_ Had the venereal diſeaſe, which;Aſtruc 
and Van Swieten will have to have been 
brought from St. Domingo, been in every 
reſpect ſimilar to that obſerved in Italy, by 
the authors I have juſt quoted, is it cre- 
dible that Columbus would not have men- 
tioned it in his journals and epiſtles, on 
which Chriſtopher his ſon, “ Petrus Martyr, 
and Antonius Galli , have founded their 
treatiſes without noticing it? Is it probable 
/ that 


* See Niceron, cited above, He compoſed his decades 
de Now Orbe, on the originals of this ſame Chriſtopher Co- 
lumbus, and on the memoirs ſent from America to the 
Council for Indian affairs, of which Council he was a 
member. His firſt publications are dated in 1403. 

t Antonii Galli, de nauigaliane Columbi per inacceſſum 
antea aceanum commentartiolus, inter, verum, Italiorum ſcrip- 
tores, tom. 23. a Ludovico Antonio Muratori editor, 
pag. 302. 1 


In 
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that Columbus would have yentured to re- 
turn into Spain, with his whole crew infected 
by venereal complaints, accompanied by ſuch 
horrible ulcerations and ſcars of the face, 
with violent pains of the whole body, and 
fever? In ſuch a ſtate, it is utterly impoſſible 
that the ſeamen could have worked the veſſel 
at ſea for the ſpace of two months. 

Theſe reaſonings certainly do not amount 
to demonſtrative proofs, but they tend to 
ſhow the obſtinacy of thoſe who will not 
admit the others. 

1 am clear that thoſe who . the 
venereal diſeaſe to be of American origin, 5 
will perſiſt in denying that it has been a 
peſtilential fever. Pintor, however, and 


many other phyſicians who wrote towards 
the cloſe of the fifteenth century, have 


proved this demonſtratively by their obſer- 
vations. They have alſo proved that thoſe 
who were infected by this diſeaſe, till the 
year 1500, were neither deemed diſhonoured 
by it, nor accuſed either of debauchery, or 


In this commentary not the ſmalleſt mention is made of 
the venereal diſeaſe, , The author inſiſts, notwithſtanding, 
that it was drawn up from the letters of Columbus himſelf. 


ou diſlolute 
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diſſolute manners. Does not this fact, which 
is unqueſtionable, ſhow that the venereal 
_ diſeaſe, at its firſt appearance, was not con- 
tracted alone by a carnal commerce betwixt 
the ſexes? This is what Cotunnio could 
not conceive, when he condemned Pintor 
for ſaying to Alexander the Sixth, that in 
caſe of an attack, he ought not to alarm 
himſelf, ſince he had the means of cure in 
his hands“. Here Pintor alluded to the 
publication he had addreſſed to him. 
Ihe moſt ſtriking proof that the diſeaſe, 
now called venereal, was not originally con- 
tracted by the ſimple act of copulation, is, 
that Petrus Delphini, General of the Order of 


* Cotunnitis, de Sedibus Var ielum, pages 151 and 152, 
aſter informing us that Pintor had cured the Cardinal of Sẽ- 
guorbia, Petrus de Borgia, and the Canon Centes de Lerida 
Ii Catalonia, with the mercurial ointment, concludes with 
theſe words ; | | 

« Sed ſimplicitati viri (Petri Pintoris) qui inter præcipuas 
cauſas morbum propagantes, non ignoravit eſſe coitum cum 
muliere habente hunc morbum colophonem addit operis ad 
Alexandrum VI. peroratio, in qua poſt deprecatum Beatiſ- 
fimo Pontifici corporis & anime ſalutem, ſperat fore ut 

ejus libelli opere et conſilio, iſte morbus occultus in ſul 
fanctitate excelſa nullum nocumentum agere et imprimere 
ow. 

2: Camaldules, 
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Camaldules, ſent to the Biſhop of Padua a 
ſpecifical remedy, recommending to him, 
as a good paſtor, to employ it in the cure of 
the ſick who were entruſted to his charger. 
Can we concelve, that the ſuperior of the 
Camaldules would have addreſſed, in this 
way, a reverend biſhop, if it had then been 
diſhonorable to have received the infection? 
Can we alſo conceive, that Pintor would 
have hazarded the above advice to the pope, 
whoſe phyſician he was, if the venereal diſ- 
eate had been then contracted ſimply by a 
carnal commerce betwixt the ſexes? I ap- 
peal to the judgment of thoſe who know 
the decorum which was obſerved by the ec- 
cleſiaſticks of the firſt rank, at, the cloſe of 
the fifteenth century. 


* Petri Delphini, Veneti Generalis Camaldulenſis epiſ- 
tolarum libri—Libri V. Epiſtol. XXI. Octobris 20. 1496. 
Petro Barrotio Epiſcopo Paduano. Medicamentum morbi 
Gallici, quod petiſti, annotarum ſchedula, cujuſmodi accepi, 
ad te mitto: tranſmiſſum eſt illud mihi a medico qui hoſ- 
pitalis Florentini curam gerit, et mei eſt amantiſſimus, 
utpote, qui me meoſque in infirmitate conſtitutos ſæpius 
curavit: ſi profuerit remedium imfirmis tuis, bonum opus 
feceris, noque alienum ab epiſcopali Cura.” 


Theſe _ 
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- Theſe combined proofs tend to ſhow, that 
the venereal diſeaſe, on its firſt appearance, 
was a peſtilential fever, communicated, not 
only by contagion, but alſo by the act of 
pulation ; and that when this peſtilence 
firſt „ ged in Italy, it was neither diſho- 
nourable, nor contrary to decency, to be in- 
tected by it. 
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In the Hiſtory of Medicine we do not find the 
Deſcription of an Epidemi al Diſeaſe, ſimilar, 

in all its Cynſequences, to that which appeared 
in Italy, Spain, and France, during the Years 


1493 and 1494. | | 


STRUC has ſhown, with a profundity 

of erudition, that the venereal diſeaſe 

was not known before the period betyixt 
the years 1494, and 14906. 1 

In the Hiſtory of Lombardy, however, we 

find, that during the year 355, a peſtilence 
broke out there, which ſuddenly manifeſted 

itſelf by glandular tumours of the ſize of an 

egg, and by pains attended with an acute fe- 
ver. The author adds, that thoſe who ſurvived 
the three firſt days, recovered; but that, ge” 


* In the ne of his treatiſe de Lue Lenerea. 


8 nerally 


Qu) 


nerally ſpeaking, it terminated fatally befors 


that period &. 
No concluſion, againſt the opinion of 
Aſtruc, can reaſonably be drawn from the 


relation of this hiſtorian, ſince we do not 


ſee in what manner the above peſtilential 
diſeaſe terminated. On the other hand, 
we need details, made by a phyſician, to 
allure us that it had any Te to the 
lues venerea. 
| Nevertheleſs, on peruſing attentively Fra- 
caſtorius's work, our ſuſpicions recur, that 
the 


* In Hiſtoriis Longobardorum quod anno Chriſti D. LV. 
in provincia Lombardiæ, præcipuè Liguriæ, peſtilentiaexorta 


eſt: ſubito enim apparebant quædam ſignacula per domos, 


oſtia vaſa & veſtimenta quæ ſi quis voluiſſet abluere, magis 


magiſque apparebant. Poſt annum vero expletum cœpe- 


runt naſci in inguinibus hominum, vel in aliis delicatoribus 
locis, glandulæ, in modum nucis, ſeu dactyli, quas mox 


ſubſequebatur intolerabilis æſtus; ita ut in uno die, vel 


duobos, homo extingueretur; ſi autem aliquis triduum 
tranſegerit, habebat ſpem vivendi. 

+ De morbis contagioſis, lib. 2. cap. 12. Venetiis 1584. 
4. pag. 92 et ſeq. -« Primim igitur illud mirum videri 
non debet, novos atque inſolitos morbos, certis temporibus 
apparere, non quidem delatos ab una regione ad aliam, ſed 


ſuis cauſis extortos. Anno 1480 pleuritidis genus quodam 


eru pity 


„ 


=_ 
pe ,© 
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the venereal diſeaſe NE exiſt in former 
ages. 
He 


erupit, quod totam Italiam affecit. Noſtris temporibus 
illac prius non viſæ in Italia febres quas lenticulas vocant, 
de quibus ſupra agimus, vidimus annis ſuperioribus lippi- 
tudinem contagioſam quaſdam civitates invaſſiſe Qua 
mobrem nec miram eſſe debet fi et Gallicus morbus, non 
prius cognitus in noſtro orbe per multa ſecula, nunc pri- 
mum eruperit: venient et ægritudines aliæ novæ inuſitatz- 
que quum tempus feret, ſicut et mentagra apud antiquos, 
quæ poſtea ampliùs nunquam viſa eſt, hic idem morbus in- 
teribit et extingueretur, mos etiam ne potibus noſtris rursus 
videndus renaſcetur; quemadmodim et præteritis ætatibus 
viſum à majoribus noſtris fuiſſe credendum eſt: de quo non 
pauca indicia etiam nunc ſunt. Tonſor quidam amicus noſter 
habebat libellum experimentorum quorundam antiquum ſatis, 
inter que unum alia ſcriptum erat cut titulus erat, ad ſcabienm 
craſſam que cum doloribus juncturarum accidit, Is ergo cum 
recentiſſimus eſſet morbus, Lues venerea memor medica- 
minis, conſulit medicos quoſdam; nùm uti eo medicamento 
deberet, in nova illa contagione quam per ſcabiem craſſam 
ſigniſicari exiſtimabat. Medici autem, inſpecto medicami- 
ne, acriter prohibuerunt, quia ex argento vivo & ſulphure. 
Felix niſi medicos illos conſuluiſſet! incredibi quæſtu dives 


futurus, paruit autem, nec auſus eſt experiri. Ex quo pro- 


fecto videre poſſumus, aliis etiam ætatibus viſum eum 
morbum fuiſſe ut ergo ad propoſitum revertamur, inter 
novos morbos, et eos qui raro in un veniunt, collocan- 

dus eſt Gallicus morbus. 
. I was difappointed at not being able to meet with the 
D 2 opinion 


CW 
He there ſpeaks of ſeveral epidemic diſ- 
eaſes, which have never been noticed in, nor 
tranſported into, other countries. He re- 


counts the epidemic petechial fevers which 


prevailed in Italy in his time, and which 
had not been known there before. He next 
takes upon him to ſay, that , after a certain 
lapſe of time, the venereal diſeaſe will be ex- 
tinCt ; that in the ſpace of a few generations 
it will re-appear, and that he has reaſon to 


think it has been obſerved before. Hereupon 


he relates, that a ſurgeon, upon the firſt ap- 
Pearance of the preſent diſeaſe, had by him 


an old manuſcript, which contained the 


compoſition of ſeveral remedies, amongſt 
which was one, with this title:“ A Remedy 
for Virulent Sores, attended by Pains in the 


Joints.“ He conſulted ſeveral phyſicians on 


this remedy, to know whether it would be 
proper to employ it in the diſeaſe which 
then prevailed, They, finding it-to be a 
eompoſition of mercury and ſulphur, re- 
jected it. From this relation, obſerves Fra- 
caſtorius, we may conclude, that the vene- 
opinion of Aſtruc, in his treatiſe de Lue Yenerea, on the 


above cited paſſage of Fracaſtorius, with which he was per- 
fectly acquainted, 
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real diſeaſe had been known before the diſ- 
eaſe above cited; and that it may be reck- 
oned in the number of thoſe maladies, which 
appear at certain intervals. * 

It is aſtoniſhing, ſays Pliny®, that ſeveral 
diſeaſes ſhould terminate of themſelves, and 
that many others, unknown in former 
times, ſhould torment us unceaſingly. 

Thus we ſee, that Fracaſtorius and Pliny, 
in common with all thoſe who obſerve the 
general laws of Nature, do not aſcribe to 
the conveyance of contagion from ſome 
other part of the globe, the appearance of 
any phenomenon, which had not been be- 
fore noticed, or which ſucceeded a deadly 
peſtilence. 

In the kingdom of Peru, and in Louiſiana, 
the ſmall-pox, every tenth or twelfth year, 
makes moſt alarming ravages, and occaſions 
a very great mortality. In the intermediate 


* Plinii Hiſtor, Natur. 26. in præfat. ad ſect. ſextam— 
Uſque id ipſum mirabile alios morbos deſinere in nobis, 
alios durare, ſicut Colum. Tiberii Cæſaris Principatu ir- 
repſit id malum, nec quiſquam id prior Imperatore ipſo ſenſit 


quid hoc eſſe dicamus ; aut quas deorum iras? Parùum 
erant homini certa morborum genera cum . . S SE 
eſſent, niſi etiam nova timirentur. 


(8) 


years it has never been known to attack any 


one. M. d'Ulloa, Chef d'Eſcadre of the Spa- 


niſh fleet, teſtifies this from his own obſer- 


vation; and no reaſonable and well-in- 


formed perſon can doubt the truth of a re- 
lation, which comes from ſo enlightened a 
man, and one whoſe writings are worthy of 
the remotelt poſterity. i 

Thus then, in Peru and Louiſiana, is the 
fmall-pox quicker in its revolutions, than 
the gangrenous quincies, which, under the 
name of garratillo, were obſerved in Italy 
and Spain in the year 1530, and which 


ſpread over many parts of Europe, during 


that and the ſucceeding years. Tis proba- 


ble, that theſe epidemic revolutions were 
more frequent than thoſe which have been 


latterly oblerved. 

In Luiſini's collection of authors who 
have treated of the venereal diſeaſe, we meet 
with ſeveral, who aſſert that it has been 


known from the remoteſt antiquity. In the 


ſupport of this opinion I ſhall cite leveral 
others. 


Pacificus Maximus, in his i Works, 


publiſhed at Florence in 1489, confeſſes that 
i. he 


66 
he had had a gonorrhœa, as alſo the vene= 
real jaundice, and ſeveral other congenial 


ailments. It appears, that he laboured un- 
der venereal complaints from his twentieth 


to his fiftieth year. 


Alphonſus, King of Naples, died in 1438, 


at which time the plague ravaged his king- 
dom, of an inveterate gonorrhœa“. 
In the chronicle of Cardamus, we read 
that Ladiſlas, likewiſe king of Naples, died 
in the year 1414, in conſequence of an in- 
fection in the genital parts, communicated 
by his miſtreſe. 
J. Zacharius Platner, the Celſus of Ger- 


many, in his Opuſcula, aſſerts, that the ve- 


* The following anecdote is taken from a ſmall treatiſe 
of Triſtano Caraccioli, de Varietate Fortunæ. 


Cum alii Ferdinandum, filium ſpurium Alphonſi, alii 


Carolum, Regem vellent, quz cum graviter zgrotantem 
non latebant, aded ut triduo ante obitum è nova Arce ad 


Megaram transferri voluit 
curiſque, anxius deceſſit, morbo inſuper immundo et per- 


tinaci, involuntario ſcilicet inſenſibilique ſpermatis fluxu. 


lis ſolicitudinibus, moleſtiis, 


Adſit ergo Ferdinandus filius, et hie regnum auſpicatus 


1458 
Capuamque ſeccedere coactus fit,” 


Da: 
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aded graſſante peſtilentia, ut Neapolim relinquere. 
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FE 
nereal diſeaſe 1s of very 8 antiquity. 
In the note below, the reader will ſee the 


paſſage, which proves what is here ad- 


anced *. 


Calvi, a Milaneſe phyſician, in a letter to 


Martini Ghiſi, alſo a phyſician, ſhows that 


the venereal diſeaſe has a very remote ori- 


gin. It will be ſufficient ſimply to an- 


nounce this work, which follows a torrent 


of authors on the ſame ſubject +. 
The rachitis, according to Seguiſmond 


Hahn, and his ſon J. G. Hahn, has been 
known ſince Hippocrates. The latter gives 


an exact deſcription of the conſtitution of 
Tiberius Cæſar, of Caligula, of Julian the 
Apoſtate, of Galba, and of Pericles, all of 


* T. Z. Platneri Opuſcula, tom. 11. Proluſione iti. de 
morbo campano, pag. 21. Lipſiæ 1748. 4. —ibid. pag. 26. 
« Hoc extra dubium videtur, longe antequam India Occi- 
dua inventa eſt, ægritudines fuiſſe obſervatas, quibus nunc 


venerei opprimuntur; omiſlis iis quz ex Hippocrate, Ga- 


leno, Celſo, Arabibuſque, adduci folent—his addenda ſunt 
alia quæ Chirurgus anglus Becket commentatus eſt, quæ 


omnia probant ante Columbi ztatem, &c. 


+ Lettera del Signor Dottore Giovani Calvi, Medico 
Filico di Malino—In Cremona F702: 49. 


whom 


( 4 ) 
whom 1 he places in the claſs of the deform- 
ed, or rickety . 


The Arabian phyſicians were acquainted 


with the ſpina ventoſa, which, in reality, is 


the ſame dileaſe with the rachitis +. 


The ſcurvy of the preſent time was not 


known in the northern and ſouthern cli- 
mates, till after the appearance of the peſ- 
tilential venereal diſeaſe, towards the year 
1498 J. Hippocrates and Pliny, however, 
mention moſt of the ſymptoms of this diſeaſe, 
as will be found by contulting Van Swieten 8 
Commentaries. 

I have had an r of ſeeing and 
treating this diſeaſe, both in military hoſ- 
pitals and garriſons. I found it to be ge- 
_ occaſioned by an ill-cured venereal 
complaint, by the ſymptoms of which it was 
often accompanied. This obſervation, as 
may be found in Lind's Treatiſe on the 
Scurvy, was alſo made by M. Nitzſch, a 
phyſician in the Ruſſian military ſervice, 


and by M. Cook, head * to the Ruſ- 
ſian army. 


* Schidia Cyrtonoſi que Gliſſonio rachitis eſt—Suidni- 
cl et Wraſtiſlaviæ, 1735. 45 
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nulli rabies acrior. 


The Vene real Symptoms obſerved in the Time of 
Hippocrates, and ſubſequently, were not the 


ſame with thoſe of the Inflammatory, or Chro- 


nical Venereal Diſeaſe, known ſince the Year 
1493—1494- 


[HE authorities I have juſt cited, prove 
clearly, that from time immemorial 
the parts of generation have been attacked 
by inflammatory diſeaſes, particularly when 
venereal exceſles have been committed. Pli- 


ny, in the preface to the Teventh book of his 
natural hiſtory, treating of the diſaſters to 
which the human race is ſubject, recounts 
the ills occaſioned by theſe exceſſes *. 


— | | 
Uni animantium luctus eſt datus; uni luxuria ; et 


quidem innumerabilibus morbis ac per ſingula membra; 
uni ambitio, uni avaritia; uni vivendi immenſa cupido; 
uni ſuperſtitio, uni ſepulturæ cauſa—nulli vita fragilior, 
nulli rerum omnium bibids major; nulli pavor confuſior, 
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It is to be obſerved, that the eee 5 
ulcers, jaundices, and other ſy! \ptoms-' 2 
therto detailed, never terminated ky diſeaſes g 8 # 
of the glands, or bones: neither dd they 

— into violent nocturnal pains, 
pains of the ſtomach, colicky pains, hypo- 
chondriacal diſeaſes, complaints of the loins, 
dropſies of the breaſt, apoplexies, &c. all 
of which have been noticed ſince the ap- 
pearance of the venereal diſeaſe towards the 
cloſe of the fifteenth century. 

The venereal ſymptoms, before the break- 
ing out of the preſent diſeaſe, were pro- 
duced by {imple inflamed humours, without 
any indication of the preſence of peſtilential 
poiſon, This ſupervention of malignity, ob- 
ſerved ſince the year 1493, was known to 
Baglivi, who, as a caution to phyſicians, 
gave them notice, that the venereal diſeaſe 
had no ſmall ſhare in the practice of me- 
dicine *; that ſeveral chronic diſeaſes, put 

no 

Lues venerea ſemel recepta in corpus difficulter, poſtea 
deletur ejus character, adhibitis ſpecificis miteſcit, ſed non 
extinguitur. Immd poſt trigenta et plures annos, ſub ſpecie 


aliorum morborum reviviſcit, et medicos decipit, cauſam 
| | morb! 
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en at firſt ſight, a ſimple appearance ; but 
that thoſe who were infected by venereal 
complaints, were cured with very great dif- 


ficulty. He added, that the lues venerea 


continued to lurk in the habit for a con- 


fiderable time, when at length it appeared 


under the form of other diſeaſes, on its be- 
ing excited by ſome new cauſe. This was 
Never obſerved to be the caſe before the 
appearance of the peſtilential epidemic' diſ- 
eaſe, which we now term Morbus Gallicus. 
If we judge of it from the facts I have 


mentioned in the progreſs of this work, we 
cannot doubt but that it is a new and con- 


tagious diſeaſe, which; as has been already 
noticed, broke out in Europe towards the 
cloſe of the fifteenth century. We have no 
authentic proofs of its having been known 
before that period. 

1 am perſuaded, that all thoſe who will 
take the trouble to compare the venereal 
{ymptoms obſerved before the appearance of 


the preſent diſeaſe, with thoſe which have 


morbi ordinarii putantes; cum revera tamen ab excitato 
noviter venereo fermento dependeat. Practio Medica, Ve- 
netiis, 1721, 4 4%. Lib. 19. pag. 6x. 


been 
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been obſerved ſince, will find ſo marked and 
ſenſible a difference, that they will readily 
determine our diſeaſe not to be of ſuch an- 
tiquity, as has been advanced by many ce 
lebrated authors, 
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1 IS with a moſt lively regret that I find 

myſelf obliged” to differ in opinion 
from a learned and diſtinguiſhed phyſician, 
who has given ſuch ample teſtimonies of his 
knowledge and eloquence; but my wiſh to 
aſlert the rights of the truth of hiſtory, of 
philoſophy in general, and of medicine, im- 
pels me to this ſtep; and I leave it to phy- 
ſicians to determine, whether this motive be 
not ſufficient for my entering into the en- 
ſuing diſcuſſion. 


Aſtruc has endeavoured to ſhow, that the 


venereal diſeaſe was endemic in the Antilles, 

and particularly in the one of theſe iſlands 
called St. Domingo: for this purpoſe, * 
adduces the following arguments *, * 


He 


* Luem veneream in inſulis Antillis à Chriſtophero Co- 
lumbo delectis, ac præſertim in inſula Hifpaniola, que 


nune 


( 


He ſays, that Columbus undertook his ſe- 


cond voyage to St. Domingo, on the twenty 


third of September 1493, with twenty- 
ſeven ſhips under his command. That at 
the_beginning of 1494, he diſpatched An- 
tonius Torres to Spain, With twelve ſhips. 
That in the month of April of the ſame 
year, Bartholomew Columbus, brother to 
Chriſtopher, ſailed for St. Domingo with 


three ſhips. And that towards the end of 


the ſame year, Franciſco Buyl and P. Mar- 


garita, returned in the lame veſſels into 


Spain *. 


nunc inſula Sancti Dominici appellatur, endemiam anti- 
quitus fuiſſe, et inde in Europam 1 elle.” Aſtruc 
de Morbis Veneriis, Lib. I. Cap: X. 

* Decad. Lib. 5. pag. 46. The author has juſt ſpoken 
of Columbus, and begins his fifth Decade by theſe words: 

« Ex continenti, ut ipſe arbitrabatur, indico, Colonus, 
præfectus marinus rediens fratrem, Boilum, et Petrum Mar- 
garitam, ad H iſpaniam corrupto animo diſceſſiſſe cooperit.” 

Margarita did not return into Spain till 1496, when he 
accompanied Chriſtopher Columbus. I ſhall ſpeak more 
fully of this in the ſequel, obſcrving in the interim, that 
Petrus Martyr does not poſitively ſay, that Margarita re- 
turned earlier into Spain: he only ſays, that Columbus 
thought fo. ( Arbitrabatur. / 
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In the ſame page of Aſtruc's work, he 


aſſerts, that the Spaniſh government, after 


Columbus had completed his ſecond voyage, 


determined to ſend out monthly a veſſel to 


St. Domingo, to ret n from thence into 


Spain, for the purpoſe of accelerating and 


increaſing the commerce betwixt the two 


countries. 
Neither of the three authors, n 
Petrus Martyr, Fernandes Columbus, and 


Oviedo, who treat of this navigation up to 


1496, ſpeaks of a ſimilar regulation. I 


ſhould be glad to know where Aſtruc found 
the teſtimonies from which he draws the 
fubſequent concluſions; and how he learned 


that Columbus arrived at Cadiz with two 

veſſels, having on board two hundred 

ſoldiers infected by venereal complaints “. 
Theſe are his concluſions : 


1ſt, That the venereal diſeaſe was en- 


demic in St. Domingo, and the adjacent 
iſlands. | 


%. 


* Aſtruc, ibid. pag. 75. © Quo appulit die 11 Junii 


1496, cum Chriſtophero et ducentis militibus i /ue ve- 


nerea infirmabantur, 


2d. That - 


—ͤ— | 


| ceived 
which 
the co 
vent - 
inſect 
togetl 
a gene 


( 49 ) 


2d. That it was brought from thence into 


pain, by the veſſels employed in the com- 
merce in which Columbus and his com- 
panions were engaged. 

To theſe facts he ſpeaks ſo deciſively, that 
we naturally enquire from what authority 


he has drawn his information—he does not 
mention any. I have repeatedly ſaid, that 


neither Chriſtopher Columbus, nor his ſon 
Fernandes, nor Petrus Martyr, all of whom 
have written the hiſtory of-the above navi- 
gation up to the year 1496, ſpeaks of the 
venereal diſeaſe. D'Oviedo indeed, who 
wrote thirty-one years after the diſcovery of 
America, notices the diſeaſed ſtate of the 
ſoldiers in Columbus' s vellels *. | 


It 


*, D'Oviédo, at the beginning of the thirteenth chapter 


of the ſecond book of his Indian Hiſtory, mentions the de- 


plorable ſtate in which Columbus found St. Domingo. 

The Indians, in conſequence of the ill- treatment they re- 
ceived from the Spaniards, would not ſow the Indian corn, 
which was their only nouriſhment. A dreadful famine was 


the conſequence of this obſtinacy. The Spaniards, to pre- 


vent their periſhing through hunger, were obliged to eat 
inſeQs of every deſcription ; and theſe depraved aliments, 


together with the extreme humidity of the climate, induced by 


a genera] acknels, In this ſtate Columbus left $2 II 
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It is ſurpriſing that Aſtruc, who on otller 


occaſions quotes ſo many authors, ſhould 


neglect, on this, to name his authorities in 


the ſupport of a fact ſo intereſting to philo- 
ſophy and medicine. It would appear, that 


he wifhes us to receive it on his ſimple af- 
firmation. | 

The authorities this writer brings, i in the 
tenth, eleventh, and twelfth chapters of his 


work, to prove that the venereal diſeaſe 


was endemic in the Antilles, are without any 


foundation: the authors he cites have writ- 


ten ſince the year 1318.— But theſe dif- 


cuſſions are inefficacious, ſince we need de- 


mingo, on the tenth of March 1496, on his return to 
ain, having on board the two veſſels under hs Jn 


mand two hundred and twenty-five ſick ſoldiers. D'Oviedo 
does not fay a word of the venereal diſeaſe ;—he confines 


himſelf ſimply to the above ſickneſs, as the following 


extract will ſhow. 


The half of the crews periſhed at ſea through _ - 


The iſland was covered with the bodies of dead Indians, the 


ſtench of which was fo great and peſtilential, as to diſcaſe 


both natives and Spaniards.” | 

Aſtruc's two hundred ſoldiers, who, as he deſcribes 
them, lue venerea infirmabantur, muſt therefore, have been 
diſcaſed through famine, and the above peſtlence. 


monſtrative 


and oa 


ay 


My Am — es. 
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monſtrative proofs, that the venereal diſeaſe 


was known in Europe in the month of March 


1493. Thele proofs being eſtabliſhed, it 


becomes both uſeleſs and ſuperfluous to 
know, whether 1t prevailed in Columbus's 


fleet, when he reached.Spain, after his firſt 
and ſecond voyages. 
In this place, I cannot avoid remarking, 


how much Aſtruc, in analizing Fracaſto- 
rius, has changed the ſenſe of his author. 
A compariſon betwixt Fracaſtorius's own 
words, and thoſe of Aſtruc, will ſhow that 
the latter was reſolved to {tick at nothing, 
to perſuade his readers that the venereal 
diſeaſe was actually brought from America: 


« Flectere {1 nequeo Superos, Acheronta movebo.“ 


«* Quod igitur ad primam Morbi Gallici 
originem attinet, arbitrati ſunt aliqui con- 


tagionem hanc & novo illo mundo delatam 


ad nos fuiſſe, quem Hiſpanæ navigationes 


adinvenire, ubi ea labes quam plurimum vi- 


get, cujus ſignum id afferunt, quod tum et 
morbus hic apud nos primum apparuit, 
quam et navigatio illa facta fuit et com- 
mercia habita illius gentis; propter quod et 


primum apud Hiſpanos viſus fuit, quare to- 
| E 2 tam 
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tam labem hanc conſiſtere putant in con- 
tagione unius ad alium, ſed ꝑrofecto tametſi 
maxima mortalium pars contagione mor- 
bum hunc contraxit, obſervatum eſt tamen 
innumeros alios ſine ulla contagione per ſe 
infectionem eam perpeſlos fuiſſe.” Fra- 
caſtorii de Morbis Contagioſis, Lib. II. Cap. 
XII., pag. 92. Venet. 1584. 4. 

In utroque opere (de Syphilide, et de 
morbis contagioſis) Fracaſtorius eadem do- 
cet circa naturam et cauſas morbi, ut mor- 
bum novuff eſſe, præcedentibus ſeculis non 
viſum; ab Elephantis et Arabum Sapbati plane 
diverſum ; in inſulis quas Hiſpanæ navi- 
gationes adinvenerunt, endemium; inde 
contagione devectum. | | 

At vero ne quid diſſimulem, aſſerit 1 | 


ibidem, tametſi marima quidem mortalium L 
pars d contagione morbum bunc contrazerit, ob- 4 
ſervatum tamen fuiſſe innumeros alios ſine x 
| ulla contagione per ſe infectionem eam per- nm 
| peſſos fuiſle,” Aſtruc, de Morb, Vener. 1 
tom. 2. pag. 644. 1 | 
The candid and attentive reader will 3 


readily notice the infidelity of Aſtruc's re- 
cital of the above paſſage of Fracaſtorius. 
He 


5 
He makes him ſay, that the lues venerea is 
a new diſeaſe, never before obſerved. Do we 
ee any thing like this in the quotation I have 


made from Fracaſtorius? This author, be- 


ſides, does not advance as his wn opinion, 
that the venereal diſeaſe was brought from 
America; heſimplytays, “ arbitrati ſunt aliqui,” 


&c. This is totally different from what 


Aſtruc gives as the opinion of an author, 
perhaps the moſt ſenſible and well informed 
of any who, in his time, treated upon this 


ſubject. 


J could point out ſimilar infidelities in 
Aſtruc's work ; but as what I have juſt done, 


has been contrary to my inclination, I ſhall 


leave the taſk to thoſe who are ſond of ſuch 
reſearches. 


Thoſe who Win to render themſelves bet - 


ter acquainted with the ſentiments of Fra- 


caſtorius on the venereal dieaſe, may conſult 


the book from which I have extracted the 


above paſſage. Aſtruc has taken ads care 
not to mention it. 
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and Delpbini, on the Peſtilential Venereal 
Diſeaſe, obſerved in Italy, France, and Spain, 
auri ung the Years 1493 and 1494. 


Wes have ſeen that Pintor obſerved this 


peſtilential diſeaſe at Rome, during the ver- 


nal equinox of 1493. Let us agree with 


Aſtruc, that the lues venerea was brought 
from America, on the firſt return of Co- 
lumbus, either to Puerto de Palos, or Seville, on 
the Spaniſh coaſt. It is ſtill impoſſible that 
the crews of two ſmall veſſels could have in- 


fected Spain, France, and Italy, in ny ſpace 


of eight days. 

Pintor obſerved the ſame diſeaſe Joris the 
| month of Auguſt of the ſame year ; and 
afterwards during the ſpring of 1494. 


« Uſque in præſentem annum 1496, qui- 


dam morbus, qui à vulgo in civitate Romana 


appellatur Morbus Gallicus, hac ratione, quia 


multi Gallici ad hanc pervenientes urbem à 
ſua regione Gallica, hoc morbo infectionem 
hujus morbi portaverunt, et multitudinem 
gentium iſtius morbi per contagium cru- 

„ | claverunt; 


Inferences drawn from the Paſſages of Pintor 
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ciaverunt; ; etiamque poſt dies notitiam ha- 
buimus, quod iſte morbus gentes multorum 
climatum invaſit, ſicque diverſa nomina de 
eo impoſita fuere.” 

Delphini agrees as nearly as pollble with 
Pintor. From what they have both advanced, 
I think the following concluſions may rea- 


ſonably be drawn. 


thouſand men, commanded by Charles the 


trated as far as Naples, was infected by the 
venereal diſeaſe. 


patched from the ports of Spain to St. Do- 
mingo, in the month of April 1494, and 
commanded by Bartholomew Columbus, 
brother to Chriſtopher, were infected by the 
venereal diſeaſe ; ſince, as Pintor aſſures us, 
it then raged in Spain. 
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from the Spaniſh ports to St. Domingo, in 
the month of Augult 1494, were alſo in- 
fected by this diſeaſe: as were likewiſe the 
crews of four veſſels, commanded by J. Aqua- 
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1. That the French army of chirty 


Eighth, when it entered Italy, and pene- 


2. That the crews of four veſſels diſ- 


3. That the crews of four veſſels com- 
* manded by Antonio de Torres, diſpatched 
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do, which ſailed from Spain with the ſame 
deſtination in Ochober 1495. 

4. That the fleet commanded by Gon- 
zalvo de Cordova, which, by order of King 

Ferdinand, ſailed from Spain for Naples at 
the commencement of the year 14935, and 

Which arrived at Meſlina on the 24th of the 

May of the ſame year, was in like manner 
infected by the venereal diſeaſe; fince it 
raged in Spain in 1494. 

As a proof that the army of Charles the 
Eighth was infected by this diſeaſe, when it 
left Lyons to repair to Naples, in 1494, it 
is to be obſerved, that it was compoſed of 
from twenty-five to thirty thouſand fighting 
men *. It arrived at Naples on the 22d of 
February 1493. The king gave battle to 
the allied army on the 2oth of May, with 
nine thouſand men, five thouſand remaining 
behind commanded by the Duc de Mont- 

enſier. Thus we ſee the French army re- 
duced, without fighting, more than one 
half, after having croſſed, during the au- 
tumn, winter, and ſpring, a delightful coun- 
try, without deſerts, woods, or moraſſes. 


* See L' Art de 1292 les dates ſous Charles VIII. ; 
| 5 This 


„ 


This is the ſtrongeſt proof I find in favour. 


of what I have advanced. It agrees with 
what Brandhorſt * has obſerved, in ſpeaking 
of the mortality of modern armies : and has 
been neglected by ſeveral eminent phyſicians 
who have written on the ſubject of military 
or camp diſeaſes. 


In the year 1494, the venereal diſeaſe made 


a dreadful havoc in Spain, as it alſo did in 


France and Italy; and we ſhall now ſee that 
the inhabitants of St. Domingo, as well 
Spaniards as natives, were infected by the 
crews of the ſhips which ſailed from, the 
Spaniſh ports during that year, and the 
ſucceeding one. According to the relation 
of D'Oviedo, who was an eye-witneſs to 
what he advances, the number of Indians 
on the iſland at the above period amounted 


to a million and upwards ; ten or twelve 


years after they were reduced to leſs than 
half that number. The lues venerea was the 
principal ' cauſe of the extinction of theſe 


_ * Diſfertatio de febre caſtrenſi, Leydæ 1746, ad calcem 
« ſtrages militum in militia, noſocomiſque caſtrenſibus 2 
lue venerea qua ſunt infecti, potius referendæ quam à na- 
tura febrium, qua ibidem corripiuutur,” 


miſerable 
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miſerable Indians: it was affiſted by famine, 
and the cruelty and tyranny exerciſed by 
the Spaniards, who alſo, in great numbers, 
fell victims to the diſeaſe. | 


The partizans of the American origin of 


the lues venerea, may reply on the ground of 
the edict of the Parliament of Paris, quoted 
by Aſtruc “, eſtabliſhing regulations on the 
ſubject of this malady. It is dated the ſixth 
of March 1496. By this edict Aſtruc en- 


deavours to prove, that the French army, - 


infected by that of Spain, had brought the 
' venereal, diſeaſe into their own kingdom 
from Naples. Let us take a view of his 
pretenſions, and examine what he fays in 
the firſt volume of his work De Lue Venerea, 
page He 
Without doubt he ſhows clearly, that in 
1496 the year commenced on Eaſter day, 
but that this mode of reckoning had been 
corrected in 1569, by an edict of Charles IX, 
by which the commencement of the year 
was fixed at the firſt of January, the day of 
the circumciſion. He proceeds, that as the 
Faſter-day of the year 1497 fell on the 26th 


F De lue venerea, lib. 1. p. 10g. 


of 
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of March, it follows, according to the pre- 


| fent method of reckoning, that the ſixth of 


March 1496, the date of the edi& of the 
Paris Parliament, correſponds with the ſixth 
of March 1497. 

All this is very well; but he finiſhes by 
theſe words: 

« Atque aded datum efle ei, 1 1m0 
viginti menſibus poſt primum luis venereæ 
ingreſſum, unde in decreto illo jure maximo 
dici potuit, luem jam ab annis duobus 
graſſari, cum nihil uſu vulgatius fit, quam 
annum affectum pro confecto numerari. 
. pity that this writer's cauſe is in- 
ſupportable : e has. certainly an admirable 
knack at defending what he advances. 

_ 15 G Pergama dextra 
Pefendi polſent, etiam hac defenſa fuilſent. 


We ſhall now ſee to what this vaſt Aiſplay 
ol erudition may be reduced. According ta 


our method of reckoning, the ſixth of March 
1496, anſwers to the ſame day of the fol- 


lowing year. It fell out on a Monday. It 
- follows, that the exiſtence of the venereal 


diſeaſe having been two years : anterior to the 
N edict 
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edit of the Parliament of Paris before - year, 
mentioned, its true epocha muſt be fixed at whicl 
the ſixth of March 1493. . edict 
But this diſeaſe, according to Pintor, raged of th 
in France in 1494; and when a ſovereign does 
court promulgates a law to ſtop the progreſs appe 


of any calamity, or reigning peſtilence, it is 
well known that it does not take cognizance 
of ſuch evils, till they are become publick. 
As the diſeaſe contracted by a commerce 
betwixt the ſexes, is latent, and only diſ— 
covers it{elf by puſtules in the face, it muſt 
have remained long unknown to ſovereign 
courts, before they would have found it ne- 
eeflary or expedient to publiſh | a law to ſtop 
its progreſs. Delphini ſpeaks of having 
Teen a man infected by venereal complaints 
in 1491. Pintor, before he went to Rome, 
met with an old man, aged ſixty, in the 
ſame condition, at Valencia, in Spain. This 
happened before the year 1493, and before 
this peſtilential diſeaſe had acquired the title 
of Morbus Gallicus. It follows, then, that MW 
the venereal diſeaſe raged in France during : 
the year 1494; that the French army, which 
left Lyons on the September of the ſame 


1 


year, was infected by it, as the mortality 


which followed, fully evinces; and that the 


edict of Parliament, which fixes the epocha 


of this diſeaſe at the ſixth of March 1493, 
does not mark the preciſe time of its firſt 
appearance in France. 
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Flave the Navigators who firſt ibovered tbe 
| Nations of Indians ' inhabiting South and 
North America, obſerved the Venereal Diſeaſe 
amongſt them ? and have their Crews been 
— by it? 


HE voyages ESE have come to my 
knowledge, and the objects of which 
were the diſcovery and commerce of theſe 


countries, are found in the collection of De 
Bry and De Meriany *; in the voyages of 
Ramuſius ; in the Novus Orbis ; and in 


* Collectiones peregrinationum, pars 9. quæ Indiam Oc- 


cidentalem ſpectant. Francofurt. 1530. 3. vol. fol. 
+ Delle navigatione et viagi Raccolto de Gio Bap. Ra- 
muſio. Venetia Vanno 1 563. 3 vol, fol. 
+ Novus Orbis, id eſt, navigationes primæ in Americam, 
Chriſt. Columb. 
Vincent. Pinzoni. 5 
Americi Veſputii. | 
Petri Martyris. 
Ferdinandi Corteſſi. 
Collea 2 a Joh. Leon, Berewont, Roterodami I 596 vo. 
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the work of petrus Martyr tester Ly 


Guided by De Laet, an exaFt; , geographer 3. 


and hiſtorian , I have perüſed, All theſes , 
The object of my reſearches was? find the 4 


relations of, .and obſervations upon, not 


only the endemic diſeaſes of the above cli- 
mates, but alſo the cuſtoms, uſages, &C. of 
the inhabitants. 

In the book, entitled Novus Orbis, is an 
account of the voyages of Chriſtopher Co- 
lumbus, in twenty-ſix chapters. We there 
meet with whatever he noticed at St. Do- 
mingo, Jamaica, Cuba, Porto Rico, the other 


Antilles, the iſlands in the Gulf of Ame 


rica, and thoſe betwixt the tropic of Cancer 


and the line. He remarks, that all the 
inhabitants of theſe iſlands were naked, ex- 


cept that a few,of the women had a ſlight 
covering about the middle. He adds a de- 


tail of the natural productions, the ſalutary 


and noxious fruits, trees, inſects, and ani- 


De rebus Oceanicis et de Novo Orbe, Coloniæ, 1 574. 
vo. os „ 

+ Hiſtoire du Nouveau Monde, ou deſcription des Indes 
occidentales, avec des Cartes Geographiques. Leyde. 1640. 
fol: - | þ 
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1 
mals. But we do not find a ſyllable about 
any endemic diſeaſe amongſt the inhabitants 


of the above-mentioned iſlands, nor amongſt 
theſe of Grenada, St. Vincent, St. Lucie, 


St. Chriſtopher, &c. &c. the greater part of 
which were diſcovered and examined by Co- 

lumbus, during his four voyages, under- 

taken betwixt the years 1492 and 1495. 


Had the venereal diſeaſe been endemic in 
the Antilles, as Aſtruc, without the leaſt 


foundation or authority, aſſerts, it muſt have 
been obſerved by the many navigators who 
viſited them during the firſt twelve years 
after the diſcovery of America; ſince all the 
inhabitants then went naked. The ſymp- 
toms of this diſeaſe, ſuch as puſtules, and foul 
däarks-red blotches, covering the face and the 


— 


whole body, were then very eaſy to diſtin- 


guiſh, as has been ſeen above, in quoting 
the medical and hiſtorical authors who have 
|  ſpokenof it at its firſt a] appearance. 

Theſe ſymptoms are very different from 
thoſe which D'Oviedo aſcribes to the lues. 
« Columbus, ſays he, „returned to Spain 
in the year 1496, and I have fince ſpoken to 
ſome of thoſe who accompanied him home, 

Nr ſuch 
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ſuch as Moſſen, a naval commander, Mar- 
garita, &c. This Margarita was extremely 


ill, and complained inceſſantly: I am fully 


of opinion that he laboured under the 


complaints which thoſe ſuffer who are at- 


tacked by the lues.“ Thus, as we ſee, he 
judges by equivocal ſymptoms, that Mar- 


garita was infected by the venereal diſeaſe, 
although he aſſures his readers, that he did 
not remark about him any ſore, or other 
virulent affection *. He continues, “this 
diſeaſe ſoon after, in 1496, found its way 


amongſt perſons of quality, it having been 


at firſt confined to people of low eſtate.” 


Thus did D'Oviedo judge, without any 


real proof, that Margarita had a venereal 


affection. He aſſerts poſitively, that the 


diſeaſe was brought from America by Co- 
lumbus, at his ſecond return; but contrives 
to contradict himſelf, and lead Aſtruc into 


an error. : 
Let us obſerve that, in ſpeaking of Mar- 


garita, he was fully perſuaded, * that be la- 


boured under the complaints which- thoſe Suffer 


* D'Oviedo Hiſtoire des Indes, lib, $: cap. 3h: See the 
collection of Ramuſius. 


1 0b 


„ 


. r 
1 N r 5 1 
rr .. e 
— 3 r e << Eg geen I 
* Ie _ 


| who are attacked by the lues x. D'Oviedo, 
then, had ſeen the venereal diſeaſe before 
the return of Margarita from America. He 
knew, then, what thoſe ſuffered who were 
infected by it. The venereal difeaſe was 
therefore known, and well known, in Spain, 
before the above period, and D'Oviedo con- 
feſſes it unwittingly. 5555 
Columbus and his companions, who held 
a commerce with the naked indigenous in- 
habitants of America, muſt have remarked 
the venereal eruptions on the face and body; 


and it is impoſlible in this caſe, that ſo in- 


telligent a man as the above, ſhould have 


made no mention of ſuch a circumſtance in 


his journals. What reply to theſe proofs can 
thoſe make who. maintain that the venereal 


diſeaſe was brought from America ? 
Let us now take a view of the parts of 


America not diſcovered by Columbus, and 


run over the relations of the navigators who 


firſt diſcovered them, and were familiarly 


acquainted with their inhabitants. Theſe 


* Andava doliente y ſe quexava tantd, que tanbien creyo 
que tenia los dolores, que feulen tener los que ſon tocados 


d:ſta paſſion ; pero no le vi buas algunas. | 
relations 
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relations are to be found in the authors 


above cited, and principally in the third vo- 
lume of the collection of Ramuſius, and the 


Novus Orbis, which works may be conſulted; 


if the detail I am about to give ſhould be 
unſatisfactory : I have rendered it very con- 


ciſe, that I may not abuſe the patience of 


my unprejudiced reader. 


The countries in North America, diſ- 
covered by the navigators whoſe voyages I 


have peruſed, are Newfoundland, the La- 


brador coaſt, Quebec, Arcadia, New Scot- - 
land, New England, Virginia, and Florida. 


Theſe navigators lived amongſt the inhabi- 
tants, and deſcribe their cuſtoms and man- 


ner of life, the natural productions, &c. 
Their names are as follows—Johannes and 
Sebaſtian Chabot, Venetians, 1497. Gaſ- 
pard Corte, Portugnele, 1500. Sir Walter 
Raleigh, and John Smith, Engliſhmen, Jaco- 


bus Quartier, Champlain, Petrus de Guaſir, 


J. Verezano, Florentin, Jean Pance de Leon, 
Pamphile de Narvaes, and Jean Ribaud, who - 

acted under the command of Admiral Co- 
ligni. I have carefully examined, in the col- 


lections of voyages of Ramuſius, and Theo- 
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gore Bry, all that has been ſaid wa theſe au- 


thors and navigators, and I do not find the 


7 ſmalleſt mention of any epidemic diſeaſe, {til} 


feſs of any ſymptom of the lues venerea, ſo 


eaſily to have been Ni a amongſt ſa- 


vages who then went naked. 
If we run over the accounts of the firſt 
navigators, comprehending the extent, of 


country betwixt the two American tropics, 


from the Gulf of Mexico to the coaſt of 
Brazil, we ſhall find them ſo exactly con- 
formable to thoſe which the perſons em- 
ployed latterly on diſcoveries have given, 
that we muſt be fully perſnaded of the truth 
of their narrations, as well thoſe which re- 
late to natural philoſophy, as thoſe which 


concern the civil and moral inſtitutions 01 


the Indians. 

In the Novus Orbis cha mentioned, we 
meet with Ferdinand Cortes' diſcovery and 
conqueſt of New Spain, from the Gulf of 
Honduras, to New Biſcay and New Gal- 
licia, comprehending the entire kingdom of 
Mexico, to the Strait of Panama. We alſo 


find there the voyages of Vincent Pinzon, 


and Americus Veſputius. I he latter, ſome- 


| where about the your 1500, diſcovered 
South, 
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South America, from the Line, to the thir- 


tieth degree of ſouth latitude, and has fur- | 
niſhed us with the moſt perfect detail of the 


manners of the Brazilians, particularly of 


the laſciviouſneſs of the women, whether 
married or fingle, and the diſſolute way of 
hving of the men, as far as regards the ſex : 


but he ſpeaks of no diſeaſe contracted by 
theſe exceſſes. Several ſimilar remarks may, 
be found in the authors who have ſpoken of 
the inhabitants of New Spain, and Peru, to 


the river de la Plata, and the Strait of Ma- 
gellan; as may be ſeen in the collections I 


have mentioned, and thoſe of Hackluit and 
de Purchas. The latter I have not peruſed, 
but they are founded on the Geography of 
De Lact, who has been my guide in theſe 


reſearches : and I am perſuaded, that, if 


thenavigators and conquerors who furniſhed 
the materials, had mentioned any epidemic 


diſeaſe, ſimilar to that which we now diſ- 


tinguiſh by the title of lues venerea, I ſhould 


Ave found it noticed in the American Geo- 


graphy of the 'whove exact a laborious 
writer. 


Should any as perſon, * of 


Phlloſophic inveſtigations, give himſelf the 
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trouble I have taken, to run over attentively 


the works of Ramuſio, Theodore de Bry,. 


and the Novus Orbis, in ſearch of every fact 
appertaining to the eridemic diſeaſes of the 
inhabitants of America, he will be ſurpriſed, 
as I was, when I had gone through my re- 
ſearches, that men ſkilled in philoſophy and 
medicine, ſhould argue themſelves into a 
perſuaſion of the venereal diſeaſe havin 

had its ſole exiſtence in a ſmall iſland of the 
New World, and that from this obſcure and 
limited out-let, it ſhould have ſpread itſelf, 


through the medium of two or three hundred 
ſailors, not only over America, but every 
other part of the habitable globe, in the 
ſpace of five or ſix years. This is repugnant 
to all which has reſulted from philoſophic 
and medical enquiries, and all that has been 
taught by civil and natural hiſtorians. 


What reply could Aſtruc and Van Swieten 


make, to any one who ſhould oppoſe to their 


theory, the followin 8 arguments founded on 
indiſputable facts? 

The Niga, an inſect of the flea kind, ah 
it "infianatcs itſelf beneath the ſkin, and is 
not cut out, cauſes a gangrene of the foot 
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and ſometimes of the leg. This diſeaſe IS 


endemic in all that part of America which 
lies betwixt the tropics. 


The Pian (called in England the Yaws) i is 
endemic on the weſtern coaſt of Africa. It 


diſcovers itſelf by fungous ulcers over the 


the moſt 


Whole I of the ſkin, and often reſiſts 


owerful remedies. 


The Beriberii, a kind of palſy,” is an 
endemic diſeaſe in the Faſt Indies, where 
the /paſma, or tetanos, is alſo endemic. 


In the Molucca Iſlands, and the Iſland 


of Amboyna, there is an endemic diſeaſe 


of the bones, 1n every reſpect ſimilar to the 
venereal diſeaſe. It firſt. appears on the 
face, arms, and thighs, and afterwards pro- 


duces hard ſchirrous tumours, equally nu- 


merous with the warts and corns which 


ſpread over the hands and feet in 1 the 


ul- 


When theſe tumours degenerate 1 
cers, the latter diſcharge an acrid, corroſive, 
viſcous matter *. 

The inſect named Vena Medina, or Me- 
dinenſis, cauſes an endemic diſeaſe through- 


* Vide Jacobi Bontii Hiſtor. Natural. et Medicæ libri 


| ſex. Lib, ii, Capita XVII. XVIII. et imprimis XIX. 


out 
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out the whole of the eaſtern and weſtern 
parts of Africa, Unleſs a particular care 
be taken to extract this inſect, with a needle, 

or ſharp inſtrument, the part in which it 
is left becomes gangrenous *. | 

| The countries where theſe endemic diſ- 
If - eaſes prevail, have been frequented by Eu- 
= ropeans lince. the cloſe of the fifteenth cen- 
tury, I ſhall be glad to be informed on 

what account, or through what exception, 
maladies of the above deſcription, have not 

been tranſported into Europe by contagion 

in a ſimilar way with the venereal diſeaſe. 

5 If we are to believe a ſingle author (Oviedo, 
wo was no phyſician, and who contradicts 
himſelf in his relation) that a peculiar pri- 

vilege of tranſportation was granted to the 

lues venerea, found in a little iſland, ſur- 
rounded by many others, and by a vaſt 
continent, neither of which was ever in- 
fected in conſequence of its vicinity to St. 
Domingo, this circumſtance becomes in- 
conceivable, 


* Aẽtius Tetrab. Lib. IV. Serm. 2. Cap. 85. | 
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"th the Communication by Sea of a 
Diſeaſes, and on "the Quarantines obſerved 

during the Time of the Plague raging in 
any of the Countries bordering on the Me- 
diterranean. * 


A* Engliſh thor *, reaſoning upon 
the ground of experience, and the re- 
ſearches he has made, ridicules the qua- 
rantines which veſſels are obliged to undergo 
after having quitted places infected by the 
plague. Theſe quarantines were put in 
practice during the eleventh and twelfth 
centuries, by the Venetians and Genoeſe, 
| who traded in the Levant; and notwith- 
ſtanding the progreſs of ſcience in Europe, 
this practice has been apud by all the 
maratime ſtates. 
Let us agree, for example, that the crew 
of a French or Engliſh veſlel, detained in 
the road of Alexandria or Smyrna, during 
the time of the peſtilence prevailin 5 at either 
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of theſe places, or in its environs, may be 


infected by it. We know that this diſeaſe, 
when at its commencement it was moſt de- 


ſtructive, killed in fir, twelve, or twenty-four 
hours; that ſome time after it was not fatal 


till the third day ; and that at length it is 
become ſo mild, that its deleterious effects 


are not now manifeſted till the feventh, or 


even the ninth day, when it is not, as here- 
tofore, fatal to mn who are 
attacked by it. 

Il the veſſel proceeds to ſea with infected 
failors on board, theſe will either periſh or 
recover in the ſpace of a week, or of nine 


days at fartheſt. Should others again re- 


ceive the infection, the event will be the 
fame ; and when the ſhip touches at ſome 
port in Europe, after a paſſage of three 


weeks or a month, the plague will either be 
extingnithed, or have deſtroyed thoſe who 


were ſeized by it. Wherefore, then, is a 


quarantine neceſlary ? 
It may be urged in reply, that the plague 
V 

tranſports 1tielf in a concealed way, in the 
merchandize, particularlyzin articles of Wool 
or cotton ; but what ſteps are taken in the 
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ports where theſe peſtilential veſſels, and 
this merchandize, arrive, to purify them, 
and extinguiſh the latent poiſon? Do they 
expoſe the commodities to the air, or {\weeten 
them with the vapours of neg ſulphur, 
or tobacco? not a5 all. The /remedy con- 
ſiſts entirely in keeping the veſſels forty days 
in port, without an immediate communi- 
cation with the inhabitants“, and by this - #6 
unique and excellent remedy, according to 
the tribunals of health, the peſtilential in- 
tection is anihilated and deſtroyed. 
Doctor William Alexander, an Engliſh 
- phyſician, in his experimental enquiry con- 
cerning the cauſes which havegenerally been 
ſaid to produce putrid diſeaſes, has ſhown 
by repeated experiments, that no degree of 
putrefaction takes place in the human body, 
before the morbid vapours which eſcape from 
the air, or from ſubſtances in a putrified . 
ſtate, have fermented with the humours ; 
and that this fermentation is not cauſed by 


* In this may conſiſt the French economy in theſe 
cafes; with us it is otherwiſe, ſince the bales of wool or 
cotton, and covers of all other encloſed articles, are opened, 
and the contents expoſed to the air, ——-Tranſlator's Note. 
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the contagious vapours, but ſimply by the 
vital powers of the body. Theſe irritate and 
contract themſelves, and during this agita- 


tion the putrid fermentation is formed, and 
becomes the cauſe of a putrefaction, more or 
leſs active, according to the degree of their 
vigour, | 


It is certain that in all caſes the vital 


action of the human body, and the free cir- 


culation of the blood through the heart and 


the arterial fyſtem, are the moft powerful 


agents to preſerve the living body from a 


ſtate of putrefaction: but no ſooner are 


thefe movements impeded by exterior cauſes, 


and ſpaſms of the vital and ſenſible parts 


produced, than the putrid fermentation 


commences. It terminates either by the 
dleſtruction of the whole animal economy, 
or, at the leaſt, by a conſiderable derange- 


ment. 


Theſe confiderations nicely weighed, can 
we helieve that the merehandize received 
on board a veſlel, although brought from 
ftore-houſes expoſed to a peſtilential at- 
moſphere, can occaſion the plague in any 
Being body, if this body be not diſpoſed 


to receive it, as were the inhabitants of the 
E 


( I Y 


places whence the merchandize was taken ? 


regarded as peſtilential, being ſpread i in the 
atmoſphere, are not deſtructive to the living 
body, till they have entered into a putrid 
fermentation : and this fermentation takes 
place only when the living body is diſpoſed 


particles. 

From theſe facts and 8 it fol- 
lows, that all contagious diſeaſes are local, 
and extend their progreſs gradually. They 
are only contagious becauſe ſeveral infected 
perſons have a communication with each 
other, in the ſame houſe, the ſame city, and 
the ſame kingdom. — By theſe communica; 
tions, living bodies in health are diſpoſed to 


tacked by the peſtilential ſymptoms, which 
become more and more fatal, in proportion 
as the number of the perſons infected, and 


the putrid termentation of each individual, 
increaſe. \ 


which quits, for example, the port of Alex- 
andria, during the time of the plague rage- 
ing, can conv ey to a French or Engliſh har- 

bour, 


The contagion, or thoſe particles which are 


to receive the impreſſion of the contagious 


receive the infection from thoſe already at- 


Tis illuſory to ſuppoſe, that a veſſel, | 
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into the degree of putrid fermentation *. 


hou; either by the crew or merchandize, 


the latent ſeeds or principles of the diſ- 


eaſe. Theſe principles will never occaſion 
the plague, till they have been thrown, by 
a living body, into a putrid fermentation : 
but if the inhabitants of the French or 


Engliſh place (where the plague is not 
known) be not diſpoſed, as were thoſe of 


Alexandria, to receive ſuch peſtilential prin- 


ciples, they will not, as I have juſt ex- 


plained, become infected. 
From its earlieſt origin, the hiſtory of the 


plague has ſhown, that this ſcourge of the 
human race loſes much of its activity, and 


ſometimes ceaſes altogether, during the win- 
ter, When, notwithſtanding its ſeeds remain 


in the houſes and furniture, and perhaps 


alſo in the habits of many convaleſcents, it 
does not produce effects ſimilar to thoſe it 
maniteſts during the ſummer and autumnal 


heats. The cold and moiſture of winter ren- 
der the body leſs ſuſceptible; and the active 


peſtilential principle does not enter ſoreadily 


It 


* 


*The Abbe Fe ontang,- A. his treatiſe on poiſons, de- 


monſtrates experimentally, "that ht, venom of the viper 
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the latter, loſes a part of its activity during the 


during cold and moiſt weather. 
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It follows, then, that the diſpoſition of 


the living body, gives efficacy to this very 8 
deadly poiſon, and cauſes it to pals into 


fermentation: It therefore ſeems contrary 
to experience, and to the laws of the living 
body, that the plague, or any other con- 

tagious diſeaſe, car be brought, either by 


ſea or land, from Aſia into On or on 


America into Europe. 
In 1728 I paid ſeveral viſits to M. hes 


trand, who had been ſent, in his capacity | 
of phyſician, to Marſeilles, in conſequence 


of the plague Which u there in 1720 
and 1721. | 


Through him I Jeattied: ſevered dert 


cular circumſtances which are not to be met 


with in the authors who have written on 


this diſeaſe. I queſtioned him as to the 


. and en of the ae he had ſeen. 


18 8 leſs active in ls, than in warm climates ;' + and, in 


months. Perhaps the diminution of its ative 
is negative, according to the ahove principle of Doctor 
Sanchez, of a want of ſuſceptibility in the human * 
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| It ſeems he had himſelf been three times at- 
| tacked by it, on the latter of which oc- 
caſions the diſeaſe terminated ſo ſucceſsfully 
by a bubo, that the Doctor, when I viſited 
1 was in the enjoyment of a chearful and 
Lvnigorous old age. He informed me, that, 


on its breaking out, there were various re- 


ports, ſome of which were committed to 
print, of its having been brought from Alex» 
andria, and that, on the opening of a few 
bales of cotton, ſeveral of the cuſtom-houſe 
guards inſtantly expired. On a nice inveſti- 
gation into theſe rumours, they appeared to 
be utterly unfounded ; and it was deter- 
mined that the diſeaſe had its origin at 
Marſeilles, and had been comrunicated to 
- ſeveral places in its vicinity. n conſulting 
the _ of the above city, it was found 
to een delolate&-by peſtilential diſeaſes 
upwards of twenty times ; and M. Bertrand 
aſſured me, that, in the preſent inſtance, 
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brought from Alexandria, was not entitled 

to the ſmalleſt credit. , 
He likewiſe informed me, that in the 
year 1724, he was conſulted by the court of 
* 


the vulgar opinion of its having been 
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Liſhon, on the ſubject of an epidemical diſ- 
eaſe which prevailed in that city, and which, 
according to the account tranſmitted to him, 
Vas a true plague. He was aſked whether 
this diſeaſe had been brought from Maß- 
ſeilles, and whether the ſymptoms were at 
both places the ſame. To each of theſe _ 
queries he replied in the negative. The 

plague of Marſeilles, and that of Liſbon, 
were perfectly diſiin& from each other, 


particularly in the ſymptoms which ter- 
minated fatally. 


I could confirm ſtill more, by quoting 
authorities, what I have juſt advanced 
againſt the employing of quarantines, on 
the rumour of a-plague prevailing in the 
ports of the Mediterranean; and could deſ- 
cant on that common bug bear, called con- 
tagion. I ſhall content myſelf with bar ely 
mentioning, that the Greek phyſicians, al- 
though no ſtrangers to the plague, ob- 
ſerved no precaution ſimilar to that of our 
quarantines. 

To enter more at large into this ſubject, 
would be only a waſte of time, exhauſted 
in endeavours to undeceive thoſe who are 
{olely guided by dread and imitation. 
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SECTION IX. 


Recapitulation of the principal Arguments con- 
tained in this Work. 


TT HE venereal diſeaſe was known and 


examined in Italy, by Pintor and Del- 


Pphini, under the character and title of a 


peſtilential fever, in the month of March 


1493; as is confirmed by the deſcriptions 
of the above Pintor, of Helius, Capreoli, 


and Fracaſtorius. This diſeaſe did not at- 


tacxk all alike in the parts of generation. It 


was of ſo peſtilential a nature, that it killed 
in a very ſhort ſpace of time: and its ex- 
ternal ſymptoms conſiſted moſt generally 


of puſtules in the face, and ulcers and ſcabs 


covering the whole body. 
After Charles the Eighth had entered 
Italy with his army, during the winter of 


1494, this diſeaſe was named, both by Phy- 


ſicians and hiſtorians, Morbus Gallicus. 
In peruſing the works of medical authors, 


we find, as far back as theſe traditions car- 
ry us, a mention of ſeveral ſymptoms of 


the 
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the venereal diſeaſe. We ought not, how- 
ever, to conclude from this circumſtance, 
that ſuch ſymptoms were poſitively ſo many 
effects produced, by the lues venerea known 
in Europe fince the years 149g and 1494. 

If we can repoſe any confidence in the 
aſſertions of Pintor and Delphini, it is clear 
that the Spaniards communicated the ve- 
nereal diſeaſe to the inhabitants of the A- 
merican iſles called Antilles, which include 
in their number St. Domingo. It alſo ap- 
pears equally certain, from the relations of 
theſe authors, that the French ſoldiery were 
infected by it, when they traverſed Italy as 
far as Naples, where they found this diſ- 
eaſe making devaſtations ſimilar to thoſe it 
1 amongſt themſelves. | 

he firſt American navigators, in their 
journals and relations, which are very nu- 
merous, make no mention of having ob- 
ſerved this diſeaſe amongſt the nations of 
Indians they diſcovered. 

Notwithſtanding the ports of America, 
Africa, and the Faſt Indies, have been con- 
ſtantly frequented by Europeans, the epi- 
demic and endemic diſeaſes of thoſe coun- 

tries 


„ 


tries have not been hitherto communicated 


to us. Ought we not thence to conclude, 


it any belief can be placed in hiſtory, that 
the venereal diſeaſe was not brought from 
America by the contagion or infection of the 
Spaniards ; and that this opinion is fitterly 


chimerical and deſtitute of foundation ? 


Thoſe who, without reflection, have fol- 
lowed the many authors, who, deviating 


from ſound criticiſm, have embraced with 


obſtinacy the opinions I have thus endea- 


voured to combat, may be perhaps led, by 
a peruſal of this enquiry, to join with me in 


pronouncing, without heſitation, 


| : 
Nee pueros omnes credere poſſe reor.“ 
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